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PREFACE 


6 IN order to diſpel a notion extremely 15 


prejudicial to the honour of this country, 
that the French have not only equalled, 
but ſurpaſſed us as a maritime nation, 
5 e in manœuvering, ſailing, or * 
ing a fleet, I have taken up the pen. 
The idea Has no doubt been zcalouſly pro- 


pagated by cr induſtrious natural enemies, 


N 7 : who well know, that if ſuch an opinion 


were once generally embraced, it would 


"ie produce'the very effects they with to flo x 
nch to have the 


from it. Permit the 5 0 
As REPUTATION of ſuperior genius, courage, 

and abilities, and you immediately damp 
the ſpirits of our officers and ſeamen; Who, 
in t caſe, would r not t ploy gh 125 ocean, 
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as they have done, in queſt of the enemy, 
with elated courage, and in confidence of vic- 


tory; would not boldly attack, but timidly 


defend; and be fatisfied; if. inſtead of 
_ ſtriking the flags of their adverſaries, they 


themſelves eſcaped being, captured, 
— is pernicious, to the ag- 
andiſement of any nation; and ſhould be 

| heldio partieu 

where a humid. atmoſphere depreſſes the 

ima ſpirits, and natu ally encourages it. 


Up the leaſt failure of ſucceſs, men, 
otherwiſe of good ſenſe and courage, in- 


dulge too much in ploomy apprehenſions 


for the fate of theit country. They thus 


: aid the evil they ſhould ame and do 5 
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not conſider t 1 OL 


= _ thais: befor, and Sea: 5 
5 and en in ee are abſolutely re- 
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deteſtation in this iſland, 
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mans remained firm and undaunted; and 
to this fortitude, as much as to theit 
valour, were OR indobeel 18 N con- 
queſts. e roar on 
. That n notion, or moan! cbs 1 
3 mentioned, in favour of $0: French, 
and degrading to England, fooliſhly pre- 
vailed during laſt war, no cs in the re- 
collection of the period will be hardy 
enough td deny. I have made it my buſia 
neſs to ſhew, from facts, how unfounded 
it was; and to prove, that at no era what- 
ever did we Aag exhibit ſo little E to 
boöaßt of Ar 
Bog If I am able to eſtabliſh this | point, hs 


281 conſequences may prove beneficial to my 


: country. For, inſtead of harbouring, in 


future, unmanly notians of ourſelves, it 


will ſerve to illuſtrate, that unanimity, and 
good conduct, are all that are neceſſary to 
render Great Britain flouriſhing, and tri- 


r over che world. 
| a Ref lpefing 


—————— 


l 


ae HT S445 HS een ga 


Ii 
| 
TU 


Reſpecting the compoſition of the fol- 


lowing pages, I confeſs it to be very 
faulty; and, without reſerve, I abandon it 
to the critics. If, however, when they c con- 
demn my violation of the rules of gram- 
tt KA give me credit for the motives 


that prompted the publication, v. a de- 
ſire to ds honour to my country, and to 


I. 4 


remove. a, lar error, unpropitious to. 
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NAVAL ACTIONS 


L . WAR, cee. 


'THERE ſeems to be an opinion (and 
that but too general) prevailing, that our 


| fleets are not what they were formerly; 
and that the naval power of France has 


| . equalled, if not ſurpaſſed, that of "on 


| Britain. | 8 


Without 8 PO e chis error 
originates— for an egregious error it cer= _ 
tainly is—from what quarter propagated, 
the: rs of gar it - is ' favoured by; „ 
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or whether it proceeds from ignorance, . 


or miſchief; let us examine how well the 
gentlemen who favour this opinion are 


founded i in their aſſertions. Po 


It is acknowledged, I r that the 


| beſt way to arrive at truth is by inveſti- 
_ gating facts, from authentic evidence.— 


I. ſhall therefore, in the firſt place, ſet 


out with aſſerting, in direct oppoſi- 
tion to what theſe gentlemen advance, 
I That at no time ſince Great Britain Was 


aa maritime power, has ſhe had ſuch 


25 ſolid reaſons to, be fatisfied: with; her 


195 naval proweſs and ſuperiority, as from | 
© the events of laſt war. —1 am far 0 
| from being averſe to the going into the 8 
5 proof of What 1 advance, or aſhamed of | 
comparin 8 the actions of laſt war with | 
5 thoſe of the war which preceded i it, or any x. 
bk the moſt glorious war that i is upon record, 


1 | and whoſe brilliant naval actions grace the 
5 annals c of this nation. ; i 7 | „ 
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Let u us then, firſt, reset how the laſt | 
war commenced with the F rench, and 
what, 1 in all probability, was the grand ob- 
ject of that nation. Is it imagined that it 15 
was the diſmemberment of America from 
this empire ? Can the wiſeſt, the ableſt : 
_ Politician in the world, pretend to have 
foreſeen, that America would atchieve (aſ-. 
ſiſted as ſhe was) her independance . 
was never imagined, their moſt ſanguine | 
N enthuſiaſts in the cauſe never expected, 5 
that in ſo ſhort a time it could have hap- 
1 pened. But there aroſe out of this cruel. 
and unnatural war, an object which our 5 
natural enemy could not be otherwiſe than 
tempted to look at. The proſpect was : 
| more alluring, more flattering to their am- ; : 


„ 1 believe four men in five are ot opinion, that, wit he | 


| the Britiſh army in America (the fineſt troops, for their 
numbers, that ever were brought i into the field) been com- 


manded by a Duke of Brunſwick, the burthen, with the 5 


glory of American 8 * have been ſecured 
to Great Britain, 55 9 | 1 


42 . " 


„ 44 on ACCOUNT or rae © 


bitious views, hin any that had been 


preſented to them ſince the two nations 


had been rivals. I will therefore aſk, if 
there can be any doubt, . but that the de- 
ſtruction of our navy was their grand aim ? 


- Conſidering that their chief attention had 


been directed to their own navy during the 
2 peace; that there was. a proſpect (though 
it proved deluſive) that we ſhould not be 
able to man all our ſhips, from being de- 
prived of ſeamen which formerly we had 
drawn from the Amis i2an trade; that, 

| inſtead of the aid of theſe ſeamen, they 
would Light againſt | us; conſidering the 
complexion of the times, that the nation. 
was in a ſtate of factious ferment at 
and that the fever of 3 erer 
. tainted the diſcipline of our fleets ; that 
te French had got to ſea before us, with 
"| ſuperior fleet, fanguine i in their projects, 


iy preſumptuous i in confidence, with a prince 


of me blood, to gather. promiſed. lau . 
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and to ſhare expected triumphs upon : 
the whole, can it be doubted for a mo- 
ment, What. was their grand, and always 
favourite object? or car we wonder, that 
they were fanguine in theif expectations 
of pulling dowt the bulwark of this 


iſland? 


t is. ata Ae needleſs to inquire, 
die far they have ſucceeded, It ought to 
be as animating to Engliſhmen; as it is Hs 


miliating and difgrac eful to our rival, to be 
convinced, that the war terminated without 


the enemy having in their poſſeſſion one 
Angle line of battle ſhip taken from the 
Britiſh: fleet; whilſt eyery harbour in 
England js adorned: with the floating eiſ. 
tles of our enemy. Twenty fail of the Hne 
were captured in the courſe of tlie War, 
with a greater number of large frigates . 
tan was ever taken in any former war. 
pe And thoygh we were VR” 
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cularly the Ville ts Paris, which hind "LAY 
© borne into the harbour of Jamaica in glori- 
ous triumph, and afterwards graced an 
Engliſh line' of battle ; yet theſe unfortu- 
nate events do not diminiſh the luſtre of 
our conqueſts. | But let us a8 conciſely 
as poſſible examine this naval war. 
The firſt blood drawn, was in a ſevere > 
5 action between the Arcthufa, co 
by Captain Samuel | Marſhal, and the 
French frigate La Belle Poule. The 
greateſt gallantry was evinced on both 
ſides. The | Engliſh frigate was inferior 
in le, number of men, and weight 
of metal; yet, if we were to judge from 
the difference in the liſt of killed and 
0 wounded, being more than five to one in 
flavour of the Englii 
| proweſs was evident. n 
| Soon: ſter mis action, we ſhall gait upon 
5 record the e . nen norable Sat of Joly, 
1778, diſgracef — 
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 tainly moſt ſo to the French; and infinitely, 
more diſcouraging, and at this period mor- 

. tifying and humiliating, if they will allow 
us to believe, that they expected nothing 


leſs than that the firſt eſſay of their grand 


fleet would be crowned with decided vic- 
tory. However artfully they have concealed 
their feelings; however they might en- 


rope a fallacious account of the battle, 
they could not deceive their own. officers 
and ſeamen who returned to that harbour ö 
of Breſt, from which they had ſailed a few 
days before with a confident ſpirit, cheriſh- 
ed to that ardor and madneſs for battle, 


7 Which F renchmen are acknowled ged to 


Poſſeſs, equal to any nation, when fight- 
ing in the preſence of their princes:— 


they returned, I ſay, with that depreſſion, 


which ardent and preſumptive ſpirits: feel 


when mortified by arenen Iam 


dure there i is not a man who ſerved e 
355 , 424 „ 
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. in the Britiſh fleet, who is not con- 

8 _ vinced, that if the French Admiral had 
Not taken the advantage of the night to re- 
treat, the Britiſh fleet would have renewed 
che battle the following morning. With- 
ing further into the ſubject, which 

we have been already ſurfeited with, how- 
ever every man in that fleet; in his own 
mind, is convinced that the enam ſhould / 
aaye been Ys Mr arl 


dom the conduct of the French. Admiral 
on the ben 28th of July: and ſuch 


ee ee ene thi — a: 5 
11 * there were <xhibited "hoſe hold: Ho F 
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of nds unſupported ; they faw. the fignal | 


them; one ſhip cut through their line &, 
which evinced that the force and proweſs 


of each ſhip,” was ſuch as required only vi- 


gour and preſence of mind to have com- 


bined the whole, and to have . 


the fleet to certain victory. 


Let us at once paſs on to Wen next cir- 
cumſtance of great moment; which hap- 
pened in t the home ſeas; when we ſhall ſer 


{what indeed for many years En gland had 
not been accuſtomed to eue, the 
united fleets of France and Spain in the 
Britiſh Channel, commanded | as the 
5 Comte d'Orvilliers and Don Cordova, of 
5 * eee line, and our own fleet of 36 


manded As tt Charles eee 


1 „nenne. emed Lon Maga, 


: 1 
"I 7 
z 7 * * 2 
8 : : 
Fy £1 Y 
< * 4 
2 . * k Py — * 
4 > D 4 N 
1 My - 
* . 


* 


* 


| wie feet of che ene hs 


10 A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE 
5 5 


x, part of the Channel, where it would have 
been expoſed to great danger, had they | 
met with bad weather; or, what is more 
probable, ' the Britiſh Admiral did not 
think it prudent to hazard a battle againſt 
5 aß we When there was ſo much at 

ſtake. The nation, ſpoilt I may ſay by 

| this a of the. former war, without 
conſidering the cauſes, went at once into 

5 2 flame of diſcontent; they were ready to 
believe that, had it happened in the yer . | 
1 ty-nine, we ſhould have attacked and 

| deſtroyed any fleet, whatever might have 
Sis its numbers hut I will aſk, whe- 

ther any action of that war, or any war 

we have ever had with the F rench, can 

Juſtify ſuch preſumption? There ſeems to 
© have been indeed a 


| nfidence of this kind 
in the reign of King William; for, when 
Tourville - with a ſuperior fleet came into 


1 0 Battle of Beathy Head. The French fleet was bo wee. 5 
dae fhipe; the Englih combined with the Dutch was 41. b 
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the Channel; Lord Torrington had poſi- 
tive orders to give the enemy battle. 
| Great Britain was in alliance at that time 
with the Dutch ; of whoſe ſhips part of 
our fleet was compoſed, and who fought 


with an obſtinacy at that time peculiar to 


1 | their character. The event of the battle 


was unſucceſsful ; ſuperior numbers pre- 
vailed; ſeveral of the Dutch ſhips were 


ſunk, with two Engliſh of the line : a to- 
tal overthrow was only prevented by the 
En gliſh Admiral Judiciouſly anchoring his 


| fleet on the tide of ebb; which ſeparated | 


the two fleets, and ſecured him a fafe re- 


| treat into our harbours upon the next 
| flood tide.” 15 251135 


This event encouraged Tourrills,: the 
800815 8 year, to attack * with 44 of his 


viSorious * the 25 fleet that was 
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_ever ; ined by an Engliſh Admiral, 
and, conſidering the ſize of the ſhips, the 
moſt formidable force that had ever been . 

| aſſembled: by any nation. It conſiſted of 
63 Britiſh ſhips of the line, (fix of which 


were of 100 guns, bearing together 4600 


men, and ten of go guns), with the Dutch 


- ſquadron of 36 fail (19 of whi 


line of battle of 99 fail. With ſuch mighty 


odds, can it be wondered at that the fleet 


of France was worſted in the firſt day's 


battle; or that it was purſued, and a great 15 


part of it ee in a defenceleſs bay % 
on the ſecond Our 


This is, perhaps, as frong a circumſtance as can be pro- 


el. of 'what” importance d that nation it will be 10 


eee e. 
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and ſecond rates); making in the whole a 


wonder i is more juſt· | 
If excited, that my French Admiral ſhould 
| | to have ene it at 
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all; and that, having once involved himſelf 
in battle, he ſhould have eſcaped even to 
have run any one of his ſhips on ſhore. 
But let it be obſerved, on the ſubject of 
this battle, though the conſequences 
were moſt fortunate to England, in dimi- 
niſhing the naval power of France, yet, as 
to the victory, I am inclined to believe, 
we have been, as a warlike nation, rather ” 

too vain, for we were more than two ſhips | 
to one. And when we boaſt of the glo- 
| rious ninety-wo, We are ignorant of che 
eircumſtances attending the action. 
But to return to my ſubject, and con- 
net with i it my obſervations on theſe two 
battles: I take with me, I think, ſome de- 
gree of proof, that it is not {kill or courage 


| that can inſure ſucceſs againſt a fleet; 7 - 


greatly ſuperior. It ſhould be remembered 
that, in the victories obtained in the year 
„ Admiral Anſon” $ fleet was 14 fail of 


the line; che enemy's only Mt in the . 


— 


he 


14 To” A SHORT Account. or THR E 
"4 fame year, A Admiral Hawke' s fleet was 14 
to 8 of the enemy: that, in our ſucceſſes | 
in the year 17 59s Admiral Boſcawen' 8 vice. 
tory was obtained over the French Admi- | 
| ral De la Clue, when his fleet was 14 fail 


of the line, the enemy's only „ Yet it is 
from a recollection of theſe ſucceſſes, when 
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0 my, in former wars, that it was expected, 
in the laſt war, that the enemy was to be 
attacked, and beaten, when nearly two to 
one en us *. The e obtained by 
Ori dee whhe bs bronge in pro | 
that the ſhips. of France fought either with greater obſti- 
nacy. or that our ſhips were not ſo. formidable, in' former 
| - wars „ there is one that evidently ſhews it; which i by 
| Lit = 4 comparing what the: nation expected of the navy at the 
Aifferent periods. We find, in the reign of King William, 


that Admiral Herbert had a battle with the French fleet in : 
Bantry Bay. The fleets were nearly equal; that is, we 
Hs 


had 22 fail of the line, and the enemy's life of battle was 
* There was tier ro mr either fide; but our 
: | | kiſtorians 
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Sir Edman; Hawke over .Conflans; was not 
in conſequence of a battle. The French 
Admiral never attempted to try the 
ſtrength of his fleet, ' but fled before a ſhot 
was fired; having orders, as it is ſaid, to 
avoid a battle, and purſue the object for | 
which His armament had been equipped, 
the making a deſcent in Ireland. Yet no 
Admiral's character has ever ſtood ſo high 
for intrepidity as, Sir Edward Hawke' . 
whoſe firm heart, braving the dan gers 
which threatened | him, reſolved on the 
deſtruction of his country's foes, his ſpirit 
impelled him in the purſuit, amidſt rocks 
and ſhoals, on their own coaſt, on a lee- 
| ſhore, in the month of November. = . 
In the ſame fortunate war, we ſee the 
e © and Ts in the Eaſt | ol 


— 


biker are IS inclined to admit, chat we had the 

worſt of it. Yet Admiral Herbert was created a Viſcount, 
a ſeveral. of the Captains were knighted, and the ſeamen 
rewarded with a bounty of ten ſhillings each. 5 8 = 


empty „%%% Indies, 
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Indies, with great bravery engage cis 
French fleet commanded by Monſ. d'/ 


dehe 


in three ſeveral battles—no ſhips taken ; 


on either fide : and this was the only quar- 
ter of the globe where the enemy had 
| thips to contend with us. The renown | 
we had acquired from our ſucceſſes at 
| home, and in other quarters of the globe, 
had no doubt animated our fleets, and 
© damped the ardor of the enemy. But in 
India, after long and bloody conteſts,” we 
were obliged to be contented with drawn 
. battles; —the French line of battle having 


emen of two chips s. And theſe cir- 
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N. ˖o believe, that we h ala 2 


= bat tle when t the enemy is ſo greatly f 
perior in nun bers as the, combined. flects 
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and Don Cordova, which had ventured 7 
we may fay, i into the narrow ſeas; for theif 
conduct evinces that it was nothing "more | 
n 2 3s nture. We can ſcarcely call it 
pa; our ceaſt; for, except giving the 
panic to fame old Weſt Country women. of 


Beat 4 


a fob 


mad le of this wor lerfu | * ame er, 
{imply failed up the Channel, and then 
failed back again. It did not appear by this 
mancuvre, that we were at all diſcouraged 
in our future projects; for the intrepid ſpirit 
fortunate Sir George 3 5 blazed . 
forth and was crowried with ſucceſs, by the 

pture. of ſeveral Spaniſh line of battle 
figs and the liſt of the priſoners ken 
was d by the name of their Admiral 
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Don Langara. Our fleet was ſuperior ; 
but the wind blowing ſtrong upon the 
ſhore, and the weather hazy, made the 
But ſuch was: the ardor of our command- 
deaten, and taken, before they had con- 
— the xiſque they had run; for the 

ring day many of them were in dan- 
ger of being driven in the-enemy's port of 
Dane e defence that the 


| Aboutahis time un alen deturen ror 


eres 32 guns, nine and 
br pounders, commanded by Captain 
Farmer, and the Sur eillant of 36 Bann 
ee and "ow : poubders, commanded 


-gallantly mainte d en both.ſides, une! 
eee 0 B 2 the 
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— of the F renoh frigate came by 
the board, and he was Ilenced. and on 


; 


18 «the \Quebed1fel! 
iframpors thecquarteradece; and ithe guns 
Fring at «the: fame time atſie:ſails caught 
nice in ab inſfant. /TheoHanies: ſpnead- ſo 
that ahe diipowabipreſentlyiinita 
laze, fore ancb aft eee eee eee 
deut catneallisbyithe! hoard; The enemy, 


miesen add e 


were vain: the ſhip burnt to the wateris 


iMapyi of the office n and rumen 3 
J edemy 8 bag untiure Won were re- 
| the that 1: 

often to: be found wi ; 
yet then utmoſt prechution was eflary 
in re dining bam ant oärd, ſuch was the 
| W „5 RW: deplorable 
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deplorable Rate of the French frigate, in a 
ſinking condition, and the decks ws 
with mangled and dead bodies. eino) 

Whilſt the heart expands wich a * a 
tion at this animating example, which,, 
even in the midſt of horror, kindles a ſpirit, 
af emulation, let us not forget an action, 
which does the nation equal credit.; Capt., 
Richard Pearſon, commanding,the Serapis 
of 44 guns, having with him an armed, 
ſhip of 20 guns, cot anded by. Captain 
Pierey, by the moſt intrepid gallantry, 
and perſeverance, ſaved a valuable convoy 
of rich ſhips from the Baltic. The 3 
were greatly rn coafiſting of 
Bon Homme Richard of 44 Sons, 4 
two large frigates of 36, with a brig of 16 
commanded by Paul Jones, 2 deſperate = 
_ Engliſh- outlaw. ../The. atria 

ouſly” for a length of time e;:. the Serapis; 
| Jepſon gran 0njboard.. the — 
Richards 7 whilſt. one. of, the- 
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my. There we find Admiral Barrin gton, 
at the Cul de Sac at St. Lucia, December 
23, 1778, with 7 fail of ſhips, moſt of them 
of 50 guns, refiſt the attack of 12 fail of 
heavy ſhips of the line commanded by 
Comte d' Eftaing, and ſecure the conqueſt 
of that iſland ; though there is not the 
ſmalleſt doubt, had the French Admiral | 
employed only half the good conduct 


. and determined brayery in his attack, that 


uus eyinced by the Britiſh Admiral in the 
| defence of the little Engliſh ſquadron, the 
latter would have been deſtreyed, and 
the. iſland of St. Lucia ſecured. to F rance. 
Let the F rench pride themſelyes upon the 
; daring. qualities of this officer. B ut no- 
thing can ſo much prove the difference 
there is in the character of the two ng. 
tions, 2s the ſatisfaction the French have 
ſhewn at the merely vapouring conduct 
of ſome of their Admirals, Let us exa= 


ine if Monſ. d'Eftaing acquitted himſelf | 
KS | better 
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better at the battle of the Grenades, the 
8th of July 1779, when Admiral Byron, 
* joined by Admiral Barrington, attacked the 
. enemy 's ſuperior fleet. The Britiſh Ad- 
| miral, it ſeems, Hud ben deceived, either 
by ignorant or treacherous intelligence, 
| which” deſcribed the enemy 8 fleet to 
1 much inferior; ſo that, inſtead of 
combining his whole force in a line 
of battle, he made the fignal to chace, ; 
and engage as the ſhips came up with 
the enemy. Admiral Barrington in the 
Prince of Wales, Captains Sawyer in the 
| Boyne, and Gardner in the Sultan, were 
the firſt up with the enemy; being follow- 
ed by the Lion, Captain Cornwall, the 
* Grafton, Captain Colling wood, Mon- 
7 mouth, Captain Fanſhaw, and the Corn- 
| ä Captain "Edwards. "Theſe officers, - 
thou gh they found the enemy greatly 
ſuperior, did not heſitate to attack, and 
ae „„rqꝗL˙'⸗ of valour—reſiſting 
1222: | the 
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the Whole French fleet until the reſt of 
our ſhips drew up. And then, notwith- 
ſtanding. thoſe which had firſt engaged 
were greatly diſabled, and the Lion ſe- 
parated by the enemy's line from our fleet; 
yet it would ſeem, that the boldneſs of 
the ſhips which had engaged effeQed'filth. | 
an impreſſion, that the French Admiral : 

was diſpoſed to act entirely on the defen- 
tive; not even moleſting the ſhips which 
were already cut off, and two others, the 
Grafton and Cornwall, which muſt have 
fallen with but moderate exettions. © 
w=_ continue in theſe ſeas, and view 
the conduct of the enemy”s s Admiral, Comte 
de Guichen, who: was met by an inferior 
fleet, commanded by Sir George Rodney, 
te 19th of May, 1780, to lee ward of Mar. 
tinique. Here the Britiſh fleet was ſepa- | 
rated, and thrown into confuſion, by the 
bgnals of the Admiral enn 
| ns cond enemy were fo. 
111 | roughly | 


print i — 5 Sir re * Ig 
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Og 3 that they . 42 
port; and in two actions afterwards cons 


vinced us, that they wiſhed rather to avoid 


a battle than fight it out.—ln this place 


I ſhall take occaſion 10 ſpeak of an old 


officer, whoſe character was threatened by 
a letter *, which appea red in the public 


apers, from Sir George Rodney to. him. 
un Kaen had diſtinguiſhed. himſelf 


neee in this bat, 


de ee emerge. This Aber 


| . A letter from Sir George Rodney 1 to be Catel. 
cl 


1 dj a0. le 


4 4 "+ 15 fe. 
_ theſe 


War, and Sir George, 
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theſe fignals on this 19th of May; but 
after the ſignal had been made, the fleet 
had changed tacks, occaſioned by the ma- 
neœuvres of the enemy. The Fighting 
Huiſtructions expreſsly ſay, that, when in a 
line of battle oppoſed to the enemy, the 
van ſhip is to ſteer with the ſhip of the 
enemy's van, and each ſhip is to engage 
- wt pponent in the enemy's line of battle. 
n this: day Sir W Rodney, after 
er 1 maticenyres; made made the ſignal for 
His fleet to bear down and engage every 
ſhip his opponent: The van of the ene 
ed a- head of our van; and Captain Carkett 
thought it his duty to ſtretch a-head, and 
engage the van ſhip, agrecably: to the old 


Fighting" Taſtructions impreſſed on his 


mind, The ſhips in the' van diviſion, and 
part of the centre, followed him; which 
| ſeparated them, from che centre. Each 
E 1 he was doing his duty. And 

| I muſt 


| > 


in its WAY but nelly 


ee dons theſes miſtakes, . 
g it is evident that the enemy had Es tl e. = 
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knits ions that it required more * 
lantry in Captain Carkett's perſevering to. 
engage the van ſhip, receiving the fire of 


other ſhips as he paſſed, than to have bore 


down, - and to/ have engaged the ſhip that 


happened to be, at the time the ſignal was: 


made, oppoſed tao him. T hough it un-, 
dauhtedly was the intention of Sir George 
Rodney, as- the French line w ter c ed, h 


E tochave-made-an impreſſion on: the: centre 


with his whole force. I will not preſume. 


ta ſay, that there was a want of Precifion-- 
= the-Admiral's ſignals; but certain it. is, 
chat the language of ſignals, eſpe 
which innovates upon eſtabliſhed princi- 


ially that 


ud be not only perfectly clear 
mẽ e 0 points. 


ples, fl 


| or. kill, Ot: 4 beit 
ders. ub eie 26: An A vi td woods 1457 


r 85 4. ao 
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L“éet us continue in theſe ſeas; ãnd remark 
; upon what happened, hen Sir- Samuel 
Hood was ſent withia reinforcement of five 
ſaillof the line to join; Sir George Rodney. 
ITde ſurpriſe and capture of the iſland of St. 
Euſtatius, as A military achievement, ds 
nat. Worth notice , nor has it added one 
ibamm ge 19 39:1 37240 ſingle 
Fr e873. ets 
The takin poſſeſſion of St. Bages as certainly. a 


ann 


| Treat oP, as it fomerimes | ha pened, that the French had 
118 och is 6f being Tupflled, either with proviſi6hs 
02; paAvab fared, mien om che magazines uf ridis iſland ; 
Page 9 ce pf Ger N rce, is diſcorerfd 


that man Engliſh mer, 7 were concerned in this traffic, 


811 Inti 07 
| beit ky iitereſls © eee. to t I own ſelfiſh 


Fade or apo others 
5 ſhould" have had the Raft” claim to  <onſifleration, when 
i the property and Tres or the mebehatits © were Seized 
We in Cbief- The Britt Hribrs, uno 
Wet ing their comtry; and who in thie line or bat- 
"tle Mipe received nothing but hard blows," fand bat fbr 
| whoſe bravery, on the 1zth of April, no öfe can ſay that, 
- with any degree of (RF to rest Brita, th af would 
have been brought to an oy were graciouſly 9 wager 
urn the 


—— ii ⁵ — K 
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— fe Commind- 
alids to.defend{ it againſt a fleet of 14 11 
of the line and 1 5% troops, approach- 
ing with as much caution as if there had 
deen to be ſurpriſed aiſtrong garriſon, time 
was loſt by uſeleſs feints and preparations. 
Inflead of the fleet proceeding immedi- 
ately, it was brought to the. leeward of 
ers AIG Fr | K ö e ate an | 


br ce re of r ths aan af Ne 5 0: aha | 
1 . 5 — 5 SANS 1289 2 2 
L- to, prevent intel 


2177 Er ent Ken St 


21 & 76 273 11 91 2 121 
Fo abu Ad- 
N $362? Lat 7 . „ 2” , 


lis gd pot pe 3 {chad 062 ga dee 

* 3 of. this, nd of 
;traitors... nfiead,.. however, of is, being, ſequred, to them 
dy che Courts of [av,[the:claimants met with. inch encou- 
ragement from the decrees in their favour, chat many have 
N Hraperty ſeized at St. Enſtatius, whorneve 
n Bx:pemce,.ypon me iſland; che Civilian and the 
5 making a job of it, ſecure eee. 
e 1530 ee 
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iniral failed with the convoy from the 
| toad; though, by god Rs the whole 
were afterwards captured. al 

Son 'after the reduction of the Dans, 
Sir Samuel Hood was ſent with his fqua- 
dion"6f 17 fail of the line, to cruiſe to 
the dee ward of Martinique; and, on the 
8th of April, 1781, he deſoried the 
enemy's fleet, of 20 fail of the line, 
commanded by Comte de Graſle; fleer- 

ing kroanl the Diamond Rock: theſe 

Were foon- joined by four men uf war 
from Port Royal making in the whole 


24 fall of the line. The Britiſh Adinital, = 


undaunted by their ſuperior numbers and 
the: weight of their ſhips, inſtantly drew 
_ his ſquadron into u cloſe line; and offered 
the enemy battle; which, however, was 
cautiouſly. accepted by the French Ad; 
miral, who, having the weather gage, had 
it always in his power to chooſe his 
r N But he kept 'alook, and fired 
Geiss 5 only 


| 
1 


— — — rr erer — — — vs Bans + . 
. - 
N # 
. 
- % — _ 
* * 
. 


the Wind and cloſe with ther ene * 


4 Po er ge Dy AS) | 
us roomy nn ad 1 0 
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eee a diſtance as evidently 


FRA no intention to light the 


battle out, but that his deſign Was to 


amuie arid diſable our ſhips. Sir Sons] 
made many: judiciqus-evalutions, to: gai 


and, after perſevering for ſeveral-days to 


us puspeſe (and one of his ſbips being 
unable o keep the line), he vras per- 


mitted to join Sir George Rodne 2 WhO 
Was iy ingoar this time at St. Euſtatius, 


with eee I ciumph, -and "_ 


ther. 2111 Zu 3 EC 13084 * 24 4 16 1 fi 


When eee that it was * 
power of the French Admiral, for three 
days, to bear down, toi claſe With, and ant 
engage the Reiki e 0 much infe - 


enemy has improved either i in naval in 1 


— e ac we compare, this 
„ action 


/ 


p - 
1 | & ' 
* 1 . . . 
x * 
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action with the battles fought by Tour- 
ville (either his firſt, when our fleet, com- 
manded by Lord Torrington, was defeat- 
ed, or with the ſecond off La Hogue, 
when he bore down with 44 ſhips of the 
line to attack 99, and fought a whole day 
without loſing a ſhip), or with the wons 
ders performed by the Counts Fourbin | 
and Du Guay Trouin *, we may reaſons 
| ably conclude, that, notwithſtanding the 
number of their ſhips, the great maritime 
requiſites have been upon the decline. 
Let us now go back, and examine how 
well the enemy has ſuſtained this pre- 
tended character of 1 "NGF RAE: in North 


» * a % 


* In the Memoirs of the 88 F FT 8 Du Guay 


Trouin, their exploits are certainly overtold, with great 


' miſtakes. Yet the trade of England never ſuffered ſo 
mach as from the: activity and intrepidity of theſe Dun- 
kirk heroes; and it is furely : a diſgraceful circumſtance to 
| the boaſted glorious reign of Queen Anne, that not only 
our. merchants were ruined, but. ſeveral ſhips | of the line of | 


$0 and 70 3 were taken by theſe adventurers. 


e | e | America. 


— 
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' America. Here we meet again our 


inveterate and diſhonourable * enemy. 
D'Eſtaing, who appeared off the Bar of 
New York with 12 fail of the line of 
two decks, whilſt his adverſary, Lord 
Howe, commanded within the Bar fix fail 
of ſhips of 64 guns, three of 50, and two 


| of 44. The French Admirals conduct, for 
ſeveral days, threatened to paſs the Bar, 
and attack the Britiſh | ſquadron. The 


temptation was certainly great; the prize 
was worth contending for: for, if the 
enterpriſe had been crowned with ſucceſs, 
not only the men of war, with all the 


tranſports and victuallers, muſt have 


fallen into his hands, but the moſt 


: fatal blow would have been given to 
all our operations in that part of the globe. 
The Count 8 reſolution, however, appears 


to have failed him, at the inſtant thay 


5 . — broke his parole of honour when = 


e vs Fortune 
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Fortune ſeemed petuliarly to have fa- 
voured him with a fair wind, and a 
higher tide upon the Bar for his great 
ſhips, than had almoſt been ever remem= 

bered. The opportunity was loft. Pru- 
dence, or a ſort of circumſpection which 
does not deſerve the name, brought the 
French Admiral to pauſe upon his de- 
ſign. Perhaps the reputation of the Bri- 
tiſh Admiral, his known, determined, 
cool- blooded courage, the judicious ar- 
rangement of his ſhips, the animation 5 
of the Britiſh crews, which had been 
ſtrengthened by a thouſand volunteers 
from the merchant ſhips; all theſe cir= 
eumſtances, and the recollection that there 
Was no retreating if he failed, were, it 
may be preſumed, magnified in the mind 
of Comte d' Eſtaing, and overſet at once 
the boldneſs of his projects. 
Does the Count make a more reſpect 
able figure at Rhode Iſland, when he 
3 7, | came 


1 * 


3⁵ 5 A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE. , 


came out with. a greatly ſuperior fleet 
ts attack that commanded by Lord 
Howe? Does he dart upon it with the 


1 confidence of ſuperiority? Does he at- 


tempt to bring his adverſary to action i 
by his beſt falling. ſhips, which (from 
| his fleet being ſo greatly ſuperior) he 
_ ought to have done, and which a Bri- 
tiſh Admiral, ſo eircumſtanced, would moſt 
. certainly have done ? or, Does he come 
on with the flow and cautious advance 
of a line of battle, until his adverſary, 
takes from him the advantage of the wea- 
ther -gage? We are too well convinced of 
the latter, to have any great opinion of 
this French Admiral's © at, 
| by his dilatory mangeuvres, the weathe 
1 length deprived him of. thoſe i 
tages he could only have had from his 
22 1 of force. And I believe 


when it is' recollected. that ſoon 
8 78 after 
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after the ſtorm which ſcattered the two 


fleets, one of the French ſhips (Le Ceſar) 
of 74 guns, fell in with the Iſis, a 50 
gun ſhip, which ſhe attacked; appa- 
rently contemning her force. Here we 
ſee all the wonders that may be per- 
formed by à well commanded, well ap- 
pointed, and well diſciplined Britiſh ſhip 
of war; and of which, indeed, I can- 
not find any thing that bears a com- 
pariſon, or reſemblance, in any of the | 
actions of former wars. The two ſhips - 
were alone. The Prench ſhip outſailed 
the This: yet the ſkill of Captain Ray- 
ner, his ſeaman-like and judicious ma- 
nœuvres, in taking thoſe advantageous 
poſitions which confounded his adver- 
_ ary, the punctual obedience of his offis 
cers and crew to his orders, trained to 
a def gree of perfection in the manage 


ment of the fails, as well as the exer- - 


9 ciſe of the guns; conſpired, more, per- 
FTF 


; 
| 
| 
| 
N 
| 
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haps, than their undaunted courage, to 


| defeat a ſhip of 74 guns and ,800 men, 


þy one of 50 guns and 350 men ®, The 


_ enemy's s ſhip was actually beaten, and 


eſcaped only by ſuperior failing. I be- 


: lieve I have n occaſion to aſk, if this 


is a circumſtance which proves. equal 
{kill and TR in our , in the 


laſt war.? 


Though our hips 0 were in = 
better order, and 1 in higher condition N 


health and good training for battle, than 


they had eyer been at apy former period; 
yet I would not yndertake to defend at all 
times the conduct of the Admirals whq 


were entruſted to command them. It has 
been ſaid, that there are heaven-born Ge- 
verals. If ſo, it is a ſort of profaneneſs 


not to employ them; it is preſumption, 


od. Sying i in the face of Heayen, to "wy 15 


| eke hd ty men ile. | ks 
truſt 


VAYAL. ACTIONS OF THE LAST WAX. 5 39 


truſt old with the command of our ar- 
mies at ſea, who have never been ſucceſs- 
ful. We have no occaſion to inveſtigate 
the arcana of Deſtiny but to be ſatisfied, 
AS the. greateſt nations have been before 
us, that it is the wiſeſt and beſt policy to 
honour, encourage, and employ. thoſe Ge- 
nerals who have ever been fortunate. 
But I proceed to continue my obſervations 
: on the ſuppoſed active and 0 conduct 
of our enemy. 

Do the French claim any 7 credit from 
the conduct of their Admiral Monſieur - 
Deſtouches Treville, Who engaged the 
Admirals Arbuthnot and Graves off the 
Capes of Virginia? Though we have not 


Dn much to be proud of i in this battle, except 7 


| in the gallant conduct of the particular | 
ſhips : which were engaged, eſpecially the 
| Robuſt, commanded by Captain Crolby ; 
yet the F rench Admiral s conduct evinced 
- Fhat he was worſted, becauſe be aban- 
. „ doned 
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doned the apparent object for which he 
had riſqued a battle, of entring the Capes 
of Virginia, in order to co-operate with 
the Americans. 

And what is there in the conduct of 
Monſ. de Graſſe, when he left his anchors 
off the Capes of Virginia, in Lynn- Ha- 
ven-Bay, to attack the fleet commanded 
by Admiral Graves, that is not equivocal; 
except it is admitted, that a French fleet, 
greatly ſuperior, is entitled to credit for 
merely hazarding an onſet, and that their 
object is never to fight a battle out? It 
was evidently in the power of the French 
Admiral, Comte de Graſſe, to renew the 

action for ſeveral days, It is a fact that 

he avoided it, and returned to his ſtation 
in Lynn- Haven- Bay. It has been often 
ſaid, in the courſe of the laſt war, wa 
5 when the French had any object in 
view, they did not ſuffer Ne to 
de materially diverted from it, But 
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this cautious ſyſtem does not corre- 
ſpond with the French character, as it is 
deſcribed to us, of impatient ardour and 
impetuoſity. Heroes, it is certain, are 
tempted by the immediate occaſion and 
opportunity which offer; and except the 
French officers, during the laſt war, were 
| impreſſed with a conviction of ſuperiority 
in the Britiſh naval character, 'their ſyſtem 
would have been, to have attacked our 
fleets wherever they met them, and with 
a determined reſolution to have con- 
quered, or be defeated; eſpecially when 
they were greatly ſuperior. - But what 
inclines me to think, that in no war what- 
ever Britiſh courage had ever made a 
greater impreſſion on the enterpriſing 
character of the French nation than the 
laſt, was their ſuffering Admiral Graves 
| (after the battle off the Capes of Virginia, 
when it was found expedient to burn the 
Terrible of 74 guns) to go over the Bar 
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at dew, Vork. We find, on Monſ. de 
| Graſſe's return to his anchorage within the 


Capes of Virginia, that he was joined by 


the ſquadron of Monſ. de Baras, his fleet : 
being made with this reinforcement 433.Qr 


24 ſhips of the line. The Britiſh fleet 


| conſiſted only of I 8 fail, There could not. 
| haye been a more inviting opportunity. It 


is well known, chat the Bar of New York 


| forbids. an entrance to large ſhips, unleſs 


the wind i is favourable, and at the top of 


| high- water ſpring-tides, The Britiſh fleet 
| arriyed off the Bar, and was getained there 
a a r or two; when only a part of 1 it failed N 


There Was more than ſufficient time 


po _ a great fleet to haye followed. at 
: leiſure; and, this required leſs {kill and re- 
; ſolution than it js ſaid Comte de Graſſe 
Ds poſſeſſed, to have. attacked the Britiſh 


fleet with that proſpect of deſtroying it, 


4 which i is always fair and probable, w when 
the Gigs WaICY attack are 9 to one. „ 


Again 
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Again, when our fleet returned off 
the Capes of Virginia, with an intention 
of forcing its way to Vork, for the relief 
| of Lord Cornwallis, but arrived too late, 
the Engliſh garriſon having previouſly 
ſurrendered; fluſhed as we may ſuppoſe 
the French Admiral to have been with 
their conqueſt, with a mighty fleet of 
ſhips,. with the temptation of deſtroying 
an army * which had been embarked on 
board of it for the relief of Lord Corn- 
wallis; the enemy remained merely ſpec- 
tators of this little Engliſh fleet, which 
had come to attack them, to braye them, 
and in fact did really bully them. 
Let us now trayerſe the ſeas, and notice 
| ho during this period happened at home, 
Here at once it appears, that there was ex- 
| hibited the ſame inactivity, the fame appa- ; 
Tent er, in our ee Nopwng 1 


ee euerer, 


\ 
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can ſurely be more humiliating to this 
uperb-nation, which preſumes to boaſt of 
maritime greatneſs, than to take a retro- 
ſpective view of their conduct through this 
war. Superior to us every where, in al- 
ance with Spain, Holland, and the rebel 
Americans, we ſee their fleets traverſing 
the ſeas as tranſports, or riding in their 
harbours; for the moſt part acting upon 
the defenſive, or often inſulted by an in- 
ferior force. Admiral Darby, with a fleet 
of 19 fail of the line, fell in with the 
enemy $ fleet of 35 fail, without any at- 
tempt on the part of the enemy to deſery 
his force, or bring. him to action. We ſee 
| that excellent officer Admiral Kempelfelt, 
whoſe {kill and judgment i in his profeſſion | 
were only. equalled by his bravery, ON. 
manding 11 fail of ſhips, attack, deſtroy, 5 
and take a number of merchant-men, with 
: troops, in the face of a ſuperior fleet of 
* 191 fail of the Une, 5 of which 1 were firſt 
| | rates, 
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rates. He perceived immediately what was 
to be done, and without heſitation puſhed 
into the fleet between the men of war and 
merchant ſhips; did all that was practica- 
ble, and retired with his prizes. How 
would this have fat upon the ſtomachs of | 
the Engliſh nation (had the cafe been 1 
yerſed), to have had its trade deſtroyed in 
He ſight of a fleet ſuperior to the enemy ? 

Not to loſe time, let us take a view of | 
what: was performed in the. Eaſt Indies. 
Here the French fleet was commanded by 
2 man who poſſeſſed great naval talents. 
The firſt time that Monſ. Suffrein made 
himſelf conſpicuous, was in his attack 
upon our fleet commanded by Commo- 


duore Johnſtone, in Porto Praya Bay, in 
the neutral iſland of St. Jago, belonging 
to the Portugueze ;. where, though we 
5 cannot boaſt that the conduct of our Com- 
mo dore was faultleſs, yet the event of the | 
| Sattle; at the ſame time that it evinced 


oh © 1 undaunted 
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undaunted reſolution in the Commodore, 
in our officers and failors of every deſcrip- 
tion, in herchntihem as well as men of 
war, betrayed, on the part of the enemy, 
great want of maritime knowledge, of 

diſcipline and ſeeill. The Britiſh men of 
war were intermixed with the merchant 


ſhips, having anchored as they came into 
the Bay, without any form or order; ſo 
that ſome of them could not fire at the 
enemy, without hurting our own ſhips; 
Add to this, our Commodore was ſur- 
i priſed: not that it appears from his Let- 
ter, he had any confidence the French 
Commodore would pay reſpect to the lar 
of nations, but that he apprehended an 
attack ſo foon as he could diſcern that the 
ſhips were a ſquadron of the enemy's: 
Though he had little time to prepare for 
battle, and ſeveral. of his ſeamen were on 
| ſhore with the boats watering); yet, not- 
| e theſe diſadvantages on the 
| | fide 
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fide of the Britiſh fleet, the apparent con- 
fuſion of the enemy was ſuch, the unſea- 
man-like manner in which they brought 
their ſhips up to the attack, expoſed them 
to the well-directed fire of thoſe ſhips of 
the Engliſh which could brin g their guns 


to bear, and they were beaten out of the 


Bay with loſs and diſgrace: and there can 
be little doubt that, had our fleet been 
moored in the beſt poſition of defence that 


the ſhape and anchorage in the Bay admit- 


ted, moſt of the enemy's ſhips would have 
ſhared the' fate of the Hannibal * and 
Fee have been captured, 1549 

After this action, we next find Monſ. 
Suffrein commanding a fleet in the Eaſt 


Indies, oppoſed to the Britiſh fleet com- 


manded by Sir Edward Hughes. Here we 
ſee him brave, ſkilful, and perſevering. 


8 He never met our Admiral, who 88 


5 Haraibal of 7 74 guns. amade See Commodore © Joh 
amen Letter | 


* 


to 
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to have been every way avorthy of ach 
 an:opponent, that he did not fairly join 
With him, with that ardor for battle 
which evinced the foul of heroiſm, It is 
generally acknowledged by the officers 
"who were preſent (and Engliſhmen above 
all others are ever ready, perhaps too 
ready, to praiſe their enemies when their 
conduct is praiſe-worthy)—I ſay, it is ac- | 
| knowledged by thoſe who were witneſſes 
in the days of battle, that M onſ. Suffrein 
—_—_— thing, made every exertion, that 
was poſlible in the power of a great Ad- ” 
miral; to defeat-our fleet. But, in doing 
| juſtice to the enemy, let us not deſcend 
| from thoſe age of pride to which every 
glichman ſhould be elevated when he 
pbecc nes a eee theſe battles, Let it 
. be remembered, that this gallant French- T 
man commanded a fleet always, except in 
. Ps laſt battle, greatly ſuperior to Sir | 
C Edward ___" and that ſuch was the | 
1 ſs "0p : 


1 * N 
Wy 
0 * 
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1 and uniform gallanty of che 
Britiſh fleet, a half manned, 
that though attacked with uncommon 
ſpirit, it remained unſhaken in its firm- 
neſs; and it is acknowledged, that one of 
the enemy's ſhips ſtruck though from 
change of winds ſhe was not taken poſſeſ= 
fion . | | 
From the Eaſt let us traverſe the 1 - 
Equator again, and. view the conduct of 
Comte de Graſſe, who we find had landed 
an army under the command of the Mar- 


1 ; quis de Bouille at the i0and of St. Chriſto- 


a pher 85 which had capitulated, except the 
| fortreſs of Brimſtone Hill, which held out, 


1 inveſted on all ſides by an army 
of 7 or 8000 men; whilſt the French Ad- 
ral, with a ee e Gail of the line * 


8 1 . Cotinerde Onde, Squadron at 1 
| mms Suns 
La Ville de Paris 110 uk eee . 
1 
e Qoronne „ nm Lag *, MM 


. Suns 


50 A SHORT ACCOUNT or Tar 


had anchored in Baſſeterre Road, to cõ- 
operate with the land forces. Sir Sariuel 

Hood, who. commanded: at this time the 
Britiſh: fleet, conſiſting of 22 fail of the 
line, ſails from Antigua with the reſolu- 
tion of attacking the enemy's fleet at an- 
chor; but the enemy anticipating his de- 
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ſign, ſtood out to ſea. Sir Samuel ma- 
nœuvres all night to keep the wind, and at 
| break of day, being a-breaſt of the iſland 
of Nevis, makes the ſignal for the line of 
| battle, ſtanding in ſhore which obliged 
the French Admiral, who, with his fleet 
was, to leeward, to do the fame, and of 
courſe to form by their leewardmoſt ſhips. 
This increaſed the diſtance of the two 
: fleets, and opened. to the Britiſh the road 
1 of Baſſe terre. It appears that the temp- 
tation inſtantly operated upon the judge- 
ment of the Britiſh Admiral. He ſeized 
the opportunity (the only one poſſible 
of gaining any advantage over a force i 
greatly ſuperior) and indicated, by ignal, 
his intention of ſteering for the anchorage. | 
Some little. time was loſt by the leading | 
: ſhips not clearly comprehendin g the fig- 
nals; ; ſo that the fleet was brought-to, and 
a frigate | dif] patched to explain to every 
ſhip f in We. van the Admiral 8 intentions. 
| "'D 5 This. | 
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= This delay permitted the French Ad- 
miral to approach; and our ſhips being o- 
| bliged to bear away in ſucceſſion, in order : 
to round the point of Nevis, the two 
fleets drew within gun- not of each other. 
The French Admiral, at this time pene- 
| trating the defign of Sir Samuel Hood, 
made all the fail he could fer, and fell furt- 5 

ouſy upon the fear of our fleet; which, 

however, proceeded ſteadily on; eich 
hip anchoring in ſuceeſſion, in a line of | 
battle, agrecably to the fignal flying; ; the | : 

Brjtich Admiral having | twice backed his | 

0 main top-lail for the rear to cloſe, and at 
Ds the fame: time to give the thips in the van 
3 in e to be placed at their anchorage. This 
1 allowed t the « enemy to range up a-breaſt of : 

: the centre. The on ut. of Comte de 5 
Gra lle at this period ſeemed to be that 
8 5 of a an angry? man, rather than that of: a great 8 
| g ; Admiral occupied how he ſhould beſt em- 
1 b the force of a 185 * to deſtroy 5 

an 
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an audacious intruder. He came on with 
a preſs of fail, paſſing many of the lead- 
ing ſhips of his line, and firing furiouſly | 
at every ſhip he approached. However, 
when he had penetrated as far as the 
Barfleur, Sir Samuel Hood's ſhip, his 
wrath abated, and he bore up out of the 
Bay, each ſhip following their Admiral. 
But the Britiſh fleet, being nearly placed 
before the rear of the enemy's ſhips, came 
up; theſe had alſo à ſhare in the action, by | 
ring as ber paſſed, Le ſhips. 0 
anchor. 
| jo EP RE e 8 woſ: 
- judicious; the ſhips occupying the whole 
4a {pace from the Salt Pans, at the head of 
I to e ge of Buoy 
ie Ran ahead he impoſſible - 
for the enemy. to weather her; and fo 
nearly upon the edge of the hank, that. 
dhe enemy's. ert could not anchor with 
es „„ 
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£ out it, and beyond che range of a ſhell 
from the batteries at Baſſeterre, at this 
time in the enemy's poſſeſſion. This bril- 
liant mancevivre was at once fo mortifyv- 
ing and diftrefling to the enemy; that 
Monſ. de Graſſe ſeemed determined the 
5 following morning to try the weight of 
his fleet, againſt the advantage of poſi- 
tion, and advanced accordingly, his van 
ſhip leading in with the greateſt gallan- 
try. The attack laſted for upwards of two 
hours. Each ſhip, firing along our line 
from the van, and paſſing under the ſtern 
of the laſt ſhip i in the rear, ſtood i in towards 
our frigates at anchor i in ſhore 
0 ſtood out again, and prepared for a ſecond 
attack. In the mean time Sir Samuel 
i "Hoo 3d firengthened his 1 rear, and anchored 75 
= ir more in the form of a creſcent ; which | 
Was no- ſooner done, than the enemy 
| renewed the attack upon the centre, and 
fear: "But 1 ndi g it impoſſible to make 
VWä³ůF AP 
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any impreſſion, having loſt a number of 
men, and many of their ſhips being diſ- 
abled, they defiſted from all further at- 
tempts, and were obliged to keep the 

ſea, much haraſſed, often diſaſtered by 
| ſqualls of wind, to the amuſement of 
the Britiſh failors, who remained i in com- 
fort with their ſhips at anchor. This 
manœuvre, which had been a ſubject of 
| admiration, even to the enemy, was un- 
doubtedly the ſaving of Jamaica. The 
force which had been landed from the 
mw rench fleet, to aſſiſt in the various la- 
bours of a ſiege, Was of courſe with- 


dran, and ſent on board their ſhips; 


and a great part of the F rench army was 
alſo diverted from giving their aſſiſtance 
town of Baſſeterre, which was always 7 
threatened: by, the Britiſh flect t;—beſides = 
5 - Brimitone Hill i 50 miles diſtant from the /town of 
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the <ncouragetnent it had given A 
brave garriſon, the veteran General Fraſer 

| _ adviing Sir Samuel Hood, that he did 
not deſpair of being able. to defend the 
Hill and. which he. certainly did to the 
held out +35 days; though 
the Marquis de Bouille, the French Ge- 
eral, had declared, chat if he { not 
d to have taken it in as many 
een he would not have landed. _ 
it furrendered ten days ſooner, Jar 
muſt have nd De Grafle, greatly 
Fr to n ane would have 
with the Spaniards at 
ae before the arrival of Sir 
It e, en been 42 
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8 on ſhore. —] have Hoon more particular 


in detailing the circumſtances of this oe- 
lebrated manceuvre, becuuſe there had | 


been the ſame malignant ſpirit of envy at 


work, to detract from its merit, that we 
every where in hiſtory find purſuing the : 


characters of illuſtrious men. But to 
| The garriſon of Brimſtone Hill is at 
length obliged to : ſurrender, the Britiſh 
fleet {till at anchor: when it anſwering no 
| piirpoſe to remail 


Kor the we. The French do | 


ardor ef an whe and perfevering 


. ſpirit, told an Engliſh officer who was 
5 ſent with a flag of uc. that he reckoned 
actio . 1 N "my | 


N en the acre; deſtri 
4 * 1 K 0 


zin longer where he was, 
Sir Samuel Hood ann to mw fleet his 


g from the 


bows 
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tiſh fleet. Now let us read the naval. hiſ- 
| tory of this country, and examine if the 6 
+ conduct. of the French before had. giyen 5 
us reaſon to believe, they would on ſuch 
| an occaſion as. this. have ſuffered A Britiſh ; 
= Admiral to depart without an action? 
5 Certain, however, it. is, that ſo. ſoon as 
| the Hill ſurrendered, the Riede Admiral 
withdrew his ſhips. and anchored in the 
| road of Nevis, at the diſtance of four 
leagues, and to the windward of our fleet, 
not leaving a ſin gle frigate or boat in the 
way; in order, as it were, to open the 
dcor as wide as poſſible, for a troubleſome | 
intruder to depart—in want of bread, in 55 
want of water, 104. what Was worſe, in 15 
want of powder *. Sir Samuel Joined, Sic - 
| - George; Rodney | a 01 days after, who... 
bad arrived (as 1 þ ave fad b foes}. only 4 
5 few days tao late. d 
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We ſhall now follow Monſieur de Grafle 
to Fort Royal, Martinique, and notice the 
preparations of an armament avowedly 
deſtined to form a junction with the Spa- 
niards for the conqueſt of Jamaica. Not- 
withſtanding the late ſhabby behaviour of 
- their fleet at St. Kitts, there ſeemed a ſort 
of inconſiſtent confidence in our enemy at 
this period. They did not think it at all 
neceſſary to conceal their intentions; and 
in ſight of our fleet, which was now ſupe - 
_ rior, they filed the moment they were 
ready. The Britiſh fleet was at anchor at 
this time at Gros Iſlet, St. Lucia and on 
the 8th of April our cruiſers announced, 
that the French fleet was under ſail in 


5 1 Fort Royal Bay. Sir George Rodney i in- 


ſtantly made the ſignal to weigh; and in 5 
a very ſhort time he was at ſea, and i 
purſuit of the enemy. Before night, the i 


8 5 ſternmoſt of the French were ſeen from 


| 2008 maſt-heads. | The purſuit contipiueds | 
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"nd befoes tread of tng their lights were 
ſeen by all the fleet.  Unluckily, our fleet 
was too ſoon brought-to; for, when day- 
light came, it was obſerved, that, if we 
bad continued the purſuit half an hour 
longer, we ſhould have ſurrounded ſeven 
| Hill of the line, and a large flect of mer- 
| chant ſhips, which were a- ſtern of the 
body of the enemy's fleet five or fix leagues. 
upon this day, che gth'of April, has been 
very properly related in fiir Geange . 5 


now r vor van Seas w 
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at day- light ſhe was obſerved to leeward, 
towed by 2 frigate. Four ſhips were im- : 
mediately diſpatched in chace &; and the 
French Admiral was obliged either to give 
her up, or riſque a battle. He determined 
on the latter, and immediately bore down 
on the Britiſh fleet. Our ſhips in chace 
were recalled; each fleet formed into a 
line of battle, and met on contrary tacks; | 
the Britiſh on the ſtarboard tack, with an 
inverted line; Admiral Drake and his di- 
vifion leading, inſtead of Sir Samuel 
Hood ; occaſioned by ſome of the ſhips 
of the latter having been diſabled on the 
- goth. Th water was perfectly ſmooth, the 
8 ſky ſerene and clear, with a fine command - 
| by WG and the relative poſi- 
=; f ett approaching to the 
5 battle, wee 9 rand and ne 


* The Valiant, Mann, Conan, of 74 ys andthe | 
Weak ee Dp 
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in the confi, the impending ſhock. ak | 
have been awful and tremendous. At 
length, at half paſt ſeven, the ſignal was 
diſplayed on both ſides for battle, and ſoon 
after for cloſe action. The van diviſion, 
which was gallantly commanded by Ad- 
miral Drake, inſtantly received and re- 
turned the broadſides of the enemy; and 
in an inſtant all Was involved in ſmoke. 
The fleets. advancing, and the action be- 
coming general, nothing is heard for hours 


but the repeated vollies of broadfides. 


Towards ten o'clock the ſmoke began to 
clear away the battle raged with leſs fury; 
and] it was obſeryed Men of che enemy 8 


155 8 of Sir George Rodney in n the line, | 
ad aſſed to u of the e of the : 


g 5 * : ; | 
By . 5 Gy | 1 | ; << The Glorieux. 1 £ | | : nc 
"enemy! s 


FS? 4 
> +. 
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enemy's line; that Sir George had failed 
through their line, four ſhips a-ſtern of 
their Admiral i in the centre; and that Sir 
Samuel Hood in the rear had failed through | 

the enemy's line alſo, leaving Monſieur de 
Graſſe to leeward of him, and keeping 
nine fail of the enemy to the windward of 
him. Here the battle continued to rage, 
the wind having been lulled by the din of 
cannon to a perfect calm, ſo that ſome of 
the ſhips of this diviſion got out their boats 

| to tow ; afid the action laſted until ſeveral 
of the ſhips had fired away all their pow- 
der; particularly the Monarch, which had 
tacked, and was engaged with the laſt ſhip 
of che enemy that had paſſed to the wind- 


| ward of our rear diviſion. At this time 1 


Sir Samuel Hood ſent a boat on board 
the Centaur, with orders for her to ſuſtain 
che Monarch, and attack the ſhip ſhe was 
engaged with. At the ſame time he made 
the N for each chip of his diviſion to 
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1 wd fail after the enemy, to prevent them 
from uniting, with their Admiral, who at 


this time was endeavouring to rally his 


5 ſhips, which were ſometimes Suroating, 1 


and ſometimes turning their bros 


te Britiſh ſhips that approached ther; 
but they all appeared in panic and confu- 


fion, and greatly diſabled. At four o clock 


| "the Cefar ſurrendered to the Centaur, after 
Fo an obſtinate defence, and not before the. 
| was fun on board, and the colours ſtruck 
by che Britiſh Gilors . The Hector 
truck ſoon afterwards dara 
[Alcide; and at half paſt — . 
nn along ſide the Ardent who furrendere 
uümmediately. 
Bir Samuel Hood i in the Barfleur, PI 
4 into their nas witl hinting: . 


"The impetugus courage of 


11 


. + The Ciiar cangh fre as cight o'clock 3 
60 ; ten. Two hundred French priſoners periſhed ; and two 
15 Aatenants, + Komen of marines, e at 2 


e he 
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had advanced him before the bow of the 
Ville de Paris. It was at this period that 
Comte de Graſſe ſaw that all proſpect of 
eſcaping was vain —an Englith Admiral 
being between him and the ſhips which 
© ought to have ſuſtained him. The ſun 
was half ſunk in the horizon when Sir 
Samuel ſheered towards the French Ad- 
miral, to make ſure of ſo glorious a con- 
2 queſt, which was ſoon obtained; and the | 
vine de Paris was taken poſſeſſion of, after 

a a ſhort but ſharp conteſt, by the Barfleur. 
Whatever the panic might have been 


on ſeeing the flag of France ſurrender, 
may now eaſily be imagined. But the 
enemy was ſoon relieved from further an- 
xiety by the Britiſh Admiral, Sir George 
Rodney, making the ſignal for the fleet to 
being-toz and the Britiſh fleet was accord- 
in o. I am not ee to 
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1 this victory; but I do inſiſt upon 45 that 
no fleet was ever more completely beaten, 
conquered, ? defeated, or overthrown, call 
it by what name you pleaſe, than this 
French fleet; whilſt the victorious Hleet 
appeared; in compariſon, to have ſuffered 
very little damage. The Prince Ceorge 
had loſt her foremaſt; but in other reſpects 
ſhe Was as fit for action as when the. fight 
began, and had only nine men killed. 
. Some ſhips had not loſt a ſingle man. One 
cannot help inquiring how it happens, 
that there was ſuch difference in the havoc 
that was made in the two fleets. The 
3 rench fleet moſt undoubtedly came boldly 
on, and. did fire their guns. 1s it that 
they fail in ſkill—in the management and 
pointing of their guns? or is' it, that, 
: when they come to cloſe action, their ſkill 
and preſence of mind forſake them, and 
they are under an influence which Britiſh | 
: ſa lors are een, to, in the moment of 
„ dan * 
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danger? Be this as it will, the event of 
_ this battle clearly proves, that there is a 
wonderful difference in the effects pro- 
duced / by Britiſh and French broadſides. 
Engliſhmen have reaſon to be proud of 
this victory, ſo fully demonſtrating. the ſu- 
perior naval proceſs of their nation; and 
that, inſtead of its ſpirit being upon the 
decline, this glorious 12th of April proved 
beyond c compariſon its ſplendour, and gave 
us trophies which on no former occaſion 
we could ever boaſt of. It i 18 certain, that 
| hiſtory does not furniſh us with an ex- 
ample of a ſimilar victory. * expect i in- 
deed to find cavillers, and deſponding dri- 
villers who goſſip in coffee-houſes, and 
will not allow any thing has been done 
well that we 
I challenge them to bring an inſtance, 
where the great, fleets of Fr rance and Eng- 5 


s not done in their time but 


| | land have been drawn up together in line © 


of battle, and have fought when their farce: 
porn: 5 5 E 2 £ ; "bis *. 
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| has been nearly equal u, of any ſhip being 
taken. Here it has happened, that we 
have not only taken their ſhips—but their 
-Admiral's ſhip, a firſt rate, is borne into 
one * our ports, and the French Ad- 
= 7 perſonally exhibited to the gazing . 
1 habitats ns our neee, 1 * not 


15 — 


by * The ben Sede, it thi aim between the wo | 
nations, are re 
"The battle off Malaga. See Grids Admirals vol. 


** 8 #* 3 


[The battles i in the aft "i one} oo Pocodk and Mon- 
ber GAs. Ibid. Vol. . p. %%. 
eee big, . Vol. Iv. p. 88. 

The e G battle of Minorea— Admiral 5 and : 
' Monſieur Galiſſonniere. Ibid. Vol. IV. + 

The batele of Matthews and Leſioele I eee 

ag the French fleet was combined with that of Spain. 

In Sir Edward Hawke's vitary ore. Monfieur 88 

: the fleets were not drawn ay in a line; and it may be aid | 
that the enefty fled without a battle, as we had not ab 


be or W nnn 1 clans 
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mean to inſult this unfortunate; and cer- 
tainly brave man; but to prove, that the 
character of our enemy, as a great mari- 
time: nation, a never ſuffered * dil. 
To hn hb: 90 of France was al 
iatalobed, on the 12th. of April, by its 
flect, is abſurd. Was not the Ville de 
Paris left the laſt chip, when preſſed by the 
Britiſh feet? Was a any French ſhip in the 
Way, when the Barfleur ranged along-fide 
of her ? Did. either of her ſeconds attempt 
tg ſtop the career of the Barfleur, by lay 
ing her on board, or dropping aſtern to 
take up the fire of the approaching ene 


5 ; my p! Certainly” not. Who then can be 


"attended t to with patience, who aſſerts, that 
2 the ſhips compoſing. the French fleet 4 
not abandon their flag? . 

Before 1 quit this fabjea, I talto offer 

| Oe remarks on the two Letters ſent | 
home by Sir George W after the 

l TD 3, = battle. 


Ny 
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. battle, and endeayour to rectify. fome miſ- 

takes which have been imbibed, and may 

be tranſmitted to poſterity by the hiſtorian, 

| if not corrected. In the firſt Letter, Sir 

George f. peaks of the exertions and gal- 
lant conduct of Sir Samuel Hood in the 

| warmeſt encomiums. In thenext _— A 
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| en | Cranſton, « one of the. Captains. of His Majeſty's 

| ſhip the Formidable, and Captain Byron of the Andromache, 
in Which ſhip his Lordſhip came paſſenger, arrived early this 
morning with —_ from Admiral Sir George Bridges 


ne the folhpting 270 | 


, OE ' 
<A FOR Is Koo 14% CR he 19 100 NE it of 1 2 175 8210 A 


Ir * Freed akin out of Bl dine . 
5 grant to His Majeſty's arms 2 moſt complete victory over 23 

8 the fleet of, his enemy commanded by the Count de Graſte, 
Who is himſelf captured, with the Ville de Paris and four 
more ſhips of the fleet, beſides one ſunk in the action. 


This important victory was obtained the 12th inflant, after 


a battle which laſted with unremitting fury from ſeven i in the 


£24 RE fix. —— . 


123 "PE 5 5 | 1 1 a ſun 
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Sir George ſays, he has diſpatched Sir 
Samuel Hood and his diviſion in queſt of 
the 
ſun put an end to the . Both fleets have greatly 


ſuffered : but it is with the higheſt ſatisfaction I can aſſure 
their Lordſhips, that though the maſts, ſails, rigging and. 


- _ hulls of the Britiſh fleet are damaged, yet the loſs, of men 


has been but ſmall, conſidering the length of the battle and, 
| the cloſe action they ſo long ſuſtained, and in which both 
| fleets looked upon the honour of their King and — 
to be moſt eſſentially concerned. The great ſupply of na- 
val ſtores lately arrived i in the Weſt Indies, will, I fatter: 
myſelf, Joon repair all the damages His Majeſty's fleet has 
0 ſuſtained, The gallant; behaviour of the officers, and men 
of the fleet I had the honour to command. has been ſuch 
| as muſt for ever endear them to all lovers of their King and. 
Country. The noble behaviour of my ſecond in command 


Fo Sir Samuel Hood, who in both actions moſt conſpicuouſſy 6 


exerted himſelf, demands my warmeſt encomiums. My 
ſchird in command, Rear-Admiral Drake, who with his di- 


Ulm led the battle on the 12th inſtant, deſerves the-high- 


eſt praiſe; nor leſs can be given to Commodore Aﬀeck, for. 
| his gallant behaviour in leading the centre diviſ.on. My 
own Captain, Sir Charles Douglas, merits every thing I can 
EE Peſſibly ſay: his unremitted diligence and activity greatly 
eaſed me in the unavoidable fatigue of che day. In ſhort, 
NO Ne words to expreſs how ſenſible 1 am of the me 
"A „ ; ritorious 


|  kotionr to ſend for thelr Lordſhips* 
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the enemy, becauſe it had ſuffered leaft,, 
being in the rear (on the 12th). Who 
| is” conduct of an che Captains, Officers, and Men, 
|. who had bare in this glorious victory, obtained by their 
| gallant exertions. The' enemy's whole army, conſifting of 
5500 men, were on board their ſhips of war. The deſtruc. 
tion among them muſt be prodigious, as for the greateſt | 
| part of the aftlon every gun told; and their Lordſhips may | 
judge what havoc muſt have been made, when the Formi- 5 
dable fred near eighty broadfides. * Incloſed I have the 
a oz Wed 
MGR Hans of bartls, nth an account of the killed 
4 Xt," es ſuſtained by his Majeſty's : 
anſton, who acted as one of LAT : 


delivering theſe diſpatches. To him I muſt refer their Lord- 
FF 

be being perſeftly maſter of the whole tranſaftion. 
the Britiſh flag may for ever flourih in every quarter 0 
| P ay, cnt grade 
OY OO it TY 1 | 
„ voor nog obedient kumble Servant, 61 
e HERR e cs 8. B. RODNEY. 


To Philip Stephens, Eſq. 
. : . 3 8 ak 
* , a 
G $A - ; 


SIR, 
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can read this letter without feeling ſome- 
thing more than aſtoniſhment, when at 
the ſame time we are preſented with 
ee 


5 1 


LS ; 


SIR, 2 - ee at 8 April a 20, 1788, 


SINCE x my laſt diſpatches of the 14th inftant, ſent by | 


Lord Cranſton in his Majeſty's 'ſhip Andromache, I muſt 
deſire yon will be pleaſed to acquaint their Lordſhips, chat 
he fleet under my command, in their way to reconnoitre 
the bays of Baſſeterre, St. Chriſtopher , and St. Euſta- 
thus, and obſerve if the enemy” s fleet had attempted to 
- ſhelter themſelves in thoſe bays, were becalmed for three 


days under the Wand of Gunadaloupe; i in which, time we 
were employed i in repairing the ſhattered condition of the 


8 ſhips under my command. The moment we had a breeze, 


I diſpatched frigates to St. Chriſtopher's and St. Euſtatius, 
In the latter road, inflead of che vaſt crowd of ſhips thay 
used 90 be anchored, there were only w.. 
at St. Chriſtopher's, none but armed ſhips: Being by this 
_— he: ch twany' lured ect ro uv lov 


_ diviſion (having being in the rear on the day of battle) had 


1 received much leſs damage chan the van or centre, to pro- 


Seed, with all the fail they could make, to the weſt end of 
5 st. Domingo, in hopes that he might pick up ſome of the : 
 Araggling diſabled ſhips of ah and Lam now fol» 


lowing 
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* 


ng carriages, and tra 


vouchers, fig gned by the Admiral, which 


Fang a flat contradiction to his poſi- ; 


tion *? In theſe we ſee, that Sir Samuel 


e diviſion had loſt nearly as many 5 


men as the two other diviſions put 8 
ther. = It does not fignify whether it hap- 
ö ne on the gth. or 12th; it was done in 
£03 hin the French- fleet. But on the 
12th it loſt more men than the van di- 


n 


Villon, and upon the whole ſuffered i more; 3 
and at the period When the Letter was 
ee n en pts e main 


— pet wick the r. a: erer e n to join \ a 


off Cape Tiberoon. It is with great fatisfaftion I acquaint | 


meir Lordſhip's, that che enier 


5 nn to che enemy, but may be of the 


. oo 
3 
5 1 g 
22 4s , 
, © : Pl 
L 3 x 
— b 
; 
EOS 
1 * 


greateſt ſervice in the iſland of Jamaica. Incloſed 1 ſend 
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wa and me 


10 7 hilip 8 2 | x . 
ak See the if | of killed and een in ve mere ka. 


my's e cannon, ny. | 


''. 


: : 


6, B. RODNEY. 


x" . 5 


— 


Erne ROT 
On "THE 12th oF A P R I L. 1782, „ - 3 | 


When the Action commence, the Fleet on the cit Tack. | | 


4 hips * VVV 3 = 
5 < Marlborough Taylor Penny 74 60 3 16 5 | 5 808 . 
2 8 Arrogant Samuel Corniſh 74 600 4 11 VV 5 
5 Aleide | Char. Thompſon 74 600 5 17 JJ) 
3 Nonſuch William Truſcott 64 500 3 3 5 | — 
Drs = | Conqueror | George Balfour 94-600 7 23 £2 | 1 5 | . 
af 2 4 Princefla | f Fran. S. Drake 1 = | CD een Dundas and M-Doual worded; Lieu 
a TC. Knatchbull J 0 7 31 Labanof the Marines ditto. 
2 | Prince George John Williams 90 750 --9- „ 
z = | Torbay I. Lewis Gidom 74 600 10 25 Lieutenant Monnier of Marines killed. 
< 7 Anſon William Blair 64 300 3 13 e Killed. ä + 
> 2 | Fame Robert Barber 74 -600 +3 1 
; E Ruſſell - Jes Saumarez 74 60 10 290 
„„ Total 60 184 
America Sam. Thompſon 64 50 1 1 1 Collowkill u killed; Lieut. 3 woundel, | 
» o | Hercules Henry Savage 74 600 7 19 Lieutenant Hobert killed; Captain Savage wounded. _ 
„ | Prohke Charles Buckner 64 50 5 25 Mr. Love, Mafter, wounded. | = 
- © | Reſolution ' Ld. Rob. Manners 74 600 4 35 Captain wounded, fince dead. . e 
— = | Agamemnon Benj. Caldwell 64 50 14 24 Lieutenants Incledon and Brice wounded, latter fince hy pr 
2 = Duke 5 Allan Gardner 90 750 13 60 Lieut. Corniſh, Mr. Cooper, Maſ. Mr. Scott, Boatſ. wounded. a 
E Sir Geo. Rodney . Lieutenant Hale killed; Ca tain Bell and Lieut nant arris . 
A = 4 Formidable = E C. Douglas ! 99” 750- 15- ol e wounded. : 8 5 8 
1 | John Symonds * | . 
— = Namut Robert Fanſhaw go 750 6 25 8 
E | Saint Albans John Inglis 64 500 © 6 
Z. | Canada Hon. W. Cornwallis 74 600 12 23 3 : Ex 
8 = | Repulſe - Tho. Dumareſque 64 500 3 11 Captain of Marines and Maſter wounded. 
| E Ajax 5 Nich. Charington 74 600 9 40 Mr. John Elliott, firſt Lieutenant, wounded. 
Z Total 89 329 
F EE ns C Prince William - Geo. Wilkinſon 64 500 0-0 : | 8 
EY I Magnificent Robert Linzee 74 600 6 11 Captain ka of the Merlin wennded. - | „„ 
5 £ REY | ELL 3 Lieutenant Hayes of the ſhip, with the Lieutenant of Ma- 
= Centaur John Inglefield 74 650 7 1 of rines, Boatſwain, W and 971 men n blown * 5 
I ; 2 & | = 1 „„ 5 in (hp GaN | 5 8 
| V2 Belliqueux Alex. Sutherland 64 500 4 10 =» 
0 . Warrior | Sir James Wallace 74 600 5 21 Mr. Stone, Males: wounded, 
A > | Monarch Francis Reynolds 74 600 16 33 | 
8 Sir S. Hood, Bt. „ „% 1 
6 Valiant Pi. Cr. Goodall 74 650 10 28 Lievt. Wimbleton killed; Lieut Brown, and Ma 9 . 
=] Yarmouth ' + Ambooy 8 — 
«KY 1 5 E 3 „ Mr. Cade, Master, killed; Lieutenant Breedon and 2 
5 B 3 „„%;ʒI;ñ - 1 In chan of Marines wounded. Ea 5 8 
4 


Alfred Willa Bayne 74 60 12 40 Captain killed. e 
| 5 Mr. Gwatkin firſt CET and Boatfrain Killed; Capri _— 
ol Marines wounded. | of Wenn | F 8 


Royal Oak EE Thomas Burnett 1 21 40 


- Tan 117 293 


Centaur men blown up in the Cen: : . 8 


5 154 OT” 


* Lord Crantn allo aſi a nx of th Captains of whom 8 en ene dere, 
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wa or topmaſt) and Centaur, both ſhips of 
the rear diviſion *, were abſent with prizes, 
and did not join the fleet till they returned 
to Jamaica. It was from the circumſtance 
of Sir Samuel Hood's diviſion being in the 
rear, that it ſuffered moſt. It fell calm 
when the enemy's van came abreaſt of the 
rear diviſion ; and here the battle laſted as 
long as any battle can laſt that is, ſo 
long as ſhips have powder to fire. 
The exertions of Sir Samuel Hood were 
| n very great T. Being a ſubordi- 
nate Admiral, he could not make the ge- 
neral fignal to chace the beaten and flying 
enemy, agreeably to the F lighting Inſtruc- 
tions; but he made each ſhip's. ſignal of 
. his own diviſion, to crowd ſail after them. 
It is date dees. that a difference of | 2b 


s The Ade, ot the van inifon, was allo : leak: | 

+ The Barfleur having her maintopſail-yard ſhot away, 
another yard was got up, and a new fail bent, whilſt the | 
ing continued. 


4 EY - 


| opinion 
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ppinion took place betwixt the two com- 
| 0 manders, in what manner the victory could 
de beſt improved; Sir Samuel Hood con- 
tending vehemently,” that the enemy's 
broken fleet ſhould be purſued ſo long as a 
| ſhip remained untaken. But we would 
not willingly ſuppoſe, that even this could 
excite any ungenerous ſentiment in the 5 
breaſt of Sir George. It is more agree- 
able to believe, that the letter had been 
figned in the hurry of bufineſs, and that 
fo glaring a contradi tion had eſcaped the 
AdrmitaP's- notice; as well as another miſe 
take which appears in his firſt Letter, 
Where he fays, the centre diho was ted 
by Commodore Aﬀeck, ''The rear of che 
dWdentre "Gvidon was,” Gray; Sen 
=: brought up by the Commodore; but it 
6 -- was led by Captain Samuel Thompſon of 
the America, the oldeſt ſeaman in the 
feet. Why the credit of leading the di- 
viſion ſhould have been taken from this 
| gentleman, 5 
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gentleman, at the expence of truth, we 
cannot account for, otherwiſe than by ſup- 
poſing it to have proceeded from inadver- 
tency. I return to the operations of the 
fleet. 1 | 


Sir Samuel Hood was at length ſent 


with his diviſion in purſuit of the enemy's 
ſcattered ſquadron; and on the 19th of 


April, in the Mona Paſlage, gave chace to 
two line of battle ſhips and three frigates, 
One of the frigates eſcaped, but the reſt. 


were taken; the Jaſon and Caton of 64. 
guns each, and, the Aimable and Ceres 
frigates. I ſh 
character of Captain Goodall of the Va- 


lant, if I did not mention his active gal- 


lantry in this ſervice. It was to be ap- 
prehended, that both the line of battle 


ſhips would endeavour to run aſhore, from 


which they were at no great diſtance, 
The Valiant  outfailing the reſt of the 
hips, came up firſt with the enemy 
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being followed by the Monarch, Captain 
Reynolds); and running cloſe along-fide 


the Caton, the ſternmoſt, the ſurrendered 
without making the leaſt reſiſtance. Cap- 
tain Goodall, eager to attack the other ſhip 

(the Jaſon) before ſhe reached the ſhore, 
left the Caton to be taken poſſeſſion of by 


the ſhips coming up; and, puſhing on 


with-a preſs of fail, ſoon brought the Jaſon 
to action. This ſhip defended herſelf for 
40 minutes; when being greatly diſabled, 


and having loſt: a number of men, the | 


ſtruck. The Valiant received little or no 
damage i in the action. Thus we ſee two 
line of battle mips taken with leſs difſi- 


culty in this war, than ever happened in 


any former war; which may be proved by 


os were 18 7a. 


. an 


oy . 3 war - bikes 65 aft, the Raifonnable, a French | 


en n 


Bruſh 
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I ſhall take ende in this place (quit- 
ting the great war of fleets for a while) to 
ſhew, that in the actions of ſmall ſqua- 


3 
>> ae 


„ ae and ſingle ſhips, the French are 


1 
mr N 


Britiſh 1 The Dorſetſhire of 56 guns, outſtripped 
the reſt, and got along- ſide of her; $0 furious action com- 
menced, and was ſuſtained with equal vivacity on both ſides 
for two hours; when the Achilles of 60 guns coming up, put 
an end to the conflict, The Raiſonnable was obliged to ſur- 
render ; but her adverſary had i uffered equally i in the battle. | 
The Orphee, a French ſhip of 64 guns, diſplayed the fame : 
| kind of brilliant obſtinacy in the ſame war; and did not ſur- 
render to the Revenge of 70 guns, when chaced by a fleet, 
until a ſecond Engliſh ſhip came up ; and the action had been 5 
ſo well conteſted, chat boch ſhips had equally ſuffered." There 
is no inſtance of any thing ſimilar during the laſt war. There 
was a point of honour maintained by theſe two ſhips, Which 
determined them not to ſurrender to ſingle ſhips, though there 
was a certainty of being taken when once brought to action 
by the ſhips coming up. The capture of the Foudroyant i in 
the war before the laſt, is a glorious proof of a Britiſh man 
of war (the Monmouth) doing her duty. But no perſon can 
ſay, that the French Commander did not defend his ſhip as | 
long as there was any fighting 1 in her; ; and he did not, ſur- 


: render until his main- maſt fell, and another en ſip 
came up. . 1 : | N | 905 n 1 1 = 
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not ch obſtinate enemies to contend with, 
as they have been. The Prothee, a French 
ſhip of 64 guns, was chaced the laſt wat. 
by a fleet returning from Gibraltar, under 
the command of Admiral Digby. The 
Reſolution of 74 guns, commanded by 
Lord Robert Manners, and bearing the 
broad pendant of Sir Chaloner Ogle, was 
- the firſt ſhip up with her; and upen fring 
a broadſide the enemy ſurrendered. 3 
The Pegaſe, a new. Exegch, Hoe er 4 
| hattle ſhip of 74 guns, in'company with 
two other line of battle ſhips, was chaced 
2 a eee commanded by Admiral | 
Barr on. Night came on; but Cap- 
win oY 1 of the Foudroyant, kept 
fight of her, and continued. the chace 
Et: until he got along-fide of herz when the 
ſuperior, fire of his well diſciplined: ſhip 
ſoon compelled her to ſurrender, having 
loſt a number of her men; - whilſt the 


. ee Joſt . one. 1 think it 
5 almoſt 


5 
+, 
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almoſt needleſs to go further to prove, 
that a French man of war was taken with 
gteater eaſe during the laſt, than in the 
war before, or in any former war. Vet 
nibblers at reputation had the freude 
to diſcover, that the Britiſh ſhip had three 
guns more on a ſide than the Pegaſe ; and, 
| biciiſe: the latter was taken with eaſe, 
would ſcarcely allow. that there was any 
merit in the captor. But that Captain 
has certainly the moſt] merit, who ſub= 
dues his enemy with leaſt loſs to him 
| ſelf. . not only ſhews the effect of 
deliberate fill and courage, but alſo evi- 
dently proves that his ſhip's company have 
been better trained and diſciplined. - Ca- 
villers, notwithſtanding, inflamed - with | 
envy, or actuated by party ſpirit, have at 
one moment endeavoured to take from the 
merit, and obſcure the luſtre of merito- 
rious actions 6, and at other times, praiſe 
conduct highly cenſurable; inſomuch tliat 
n F171 ̃ . LT, © 


\\ 
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the hiſtorian wiſl be puzzled to diſtin- 
guiſn officers who have performed their 
duty, from thoſe who have not. In che 
former war, on the contrary, there was a 
tenatious pride for the reputation of the 
ſervice at large; and inſtead of any at- 


- mander, he had at leaſt all the credit he 
| was entitled to. Captain Jervis obtained 
the moſt Honourable mark of his Sove- 
reign's approbation that a military man 
can receive, being inveſted with the order 
of the Bath. And when it is revvlleQed, | 
that the ſafety of the Kingdom abſolutel 
| depends. upon ee exertions 
neee It 1 ”_ 
| Ae to "this PORCINE e diſtittion, than 
the officer who takes from che enemy a 


of our Naval 
3 be te- 


"8; 
9 - a 


3 4 Pio 


I have anothi>eate | in en which 1 


. am e * to o corroborate my 
5 OY 1 opinion 
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opinion of the inferior proweſs of the 
French as a maritime power, during the 
2 war. This is the capture of the So- 
litaire French man of war, of 64 guns. 
The Solitaire was with the French what 
we call a crack ſhip that is, ſhe was 
ſuppoſed to be in the beſt condition for 
ſervice, and a prime failer; and as ſuch 
was (in company with another ſhip of the 
ſame force) cruiſing to windward of Mar- 
tinique, when ſhe was chaced by the fleet 

. command of Sir Richard 
ughe The Ruby. (Capt. John Collins) 
2 guns came up with her, and a very 
ſharp action enſued. In forty minutes the 
Solitaire ſtruck her colours, being totally 
diſabled and ſilenced, with a great num- 


ber of men killed and wounded: whereas oY 


the Ruby loft but four men; and was ſo 

: little diſabled, that, in all probability, ſne 
would have taken fuch another ſhip im- 5 

mediately y with great eaſe. 


15 5 J2 


9 8 
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Among the officers who ſeemed covet- 
ous "of fame, whom Fortune favoured, 
and who never lighted her favours, we 
find Sir James Wallace, commanding the 
Fxperiment of 50 guns (having previouſſy 8 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf under the command 
of Lord Howe in America, for which he 
had received the honour of knighthood), 
having with him the Pallas of. 34 guns, ; 
| Capt. Davy; Unicorn of 20 guns, Capt. 
Ford; Fortune of 14 guns, Capt. Flannit- - 
ton; and Cabot brig of 12 guns, on 
Dodd. With theſe he deſtroyed 8 — 
tured three frigates which had taken ſhel- 4 
ter under the cover of à fort in Concale I 
Bay, on tlie coaſt of France. The im- 
patience” of Sir James Wallace to ſilence 
this fort, had run his ſhip a ground, in 
4 Pofition that expoſed bim to be raked, 
until the fort blew up. This circum- 
ſtance, however, did not prevent the com 


manders of the other ſhips from ſetting 


fire 


4 


4 | 
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fire to two of the French frigates, and 


brin ging off the third, : the Danae, of 32 


guns. Sir james ſeldom went to ſea that 


he did not. fall in with the enemy” s ſhips. 


In the Nonſuch . of 64 guns, he took the 
Belle Poule, and deſtroyed the Legere on 


the coaſt of France, both frigates of 36 
guns. In the ſame ſhip he had a ſevere 


conflict with the Active of 74 guns. In 
this inſtance it is to be lamented, that 


he evinced rather an over- greedineſs of \ 


- glory; for being ordered to chace from 


the fleet, and having ſoon diſcovered that 


the chace was a large ſhip of the line, he 
diſdained to aſk for that aſſiſtance, which | 


would have been ſent to him if he had 


made known to his Admiral the. ſize of 
the enemy. But with a eroud of ail, 
having loſt fight of the fleet before it was 
dark, he continued the purſuit, until he 


ran on board the enemy's ſhip in the 


| night, and engaged her until both parties 


F 3 35 | | ſeparated | 
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| ſeparated greatly difabled. In the morn- 

&- ing Sir James renewed the attack, and 
was very roughly handled by the ſuperior 
force and weight of metal of his opponent. 

The French commander, however, acted 
only upon the defenſive, continuing his | 
courſe, and leaving the Nonſuch in a con- 
dition unable to purſue. | 
1 ſhall take occaſion in this plac to 
Uentrüſt the conduct of a Britiſh com- | 
mander, under fimilar circumſtances, with 
the conduct of the cominander of the Ac- 
tire. | Captain Salter, of the Santa Mar- 
| garetta of 36 guns, fell in with the French 
2 fleet on the coaſt of America, and was 
chaced by ſeveral ſhips. One frigate of 
the enemy, outſailing the reſt, continued 
the purſuit until the French fleet were 
out of fight; when ſhe ſhortened fail and 
tacked. Capt. Salter inſtantly tacked his 
| thip, and chaced in his turn the purſuer; 4 
which being obſerved by the Captain of 
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che French frigate, he inſtantly retacked, 
in order to accept the daring challenge. 
Both frigates were of equal force, as to 
number of guns; but the enemy had more 
men, her ſhot were heavier, and ſhe was 
encouraged by having a fleet at her back: 
—whereas the Britiſh Captain ran a riſque 
which even ſucceſs could ſearcely juſtify ; - 
for, had his £ ſhip met with thoſe diſaſters 
| which are the mere effects of chance; had 
he loſt a top-maſt or a topſail yard, he wWas | 
- ſure, even if victorious, of not eſcaping 
the enemy's advancing. fleet. It appears, 
bowever, that theſe prudential reaſons had 
no weight with the Britiſh comm nder 
and his gallant crew, who were impatient 
| for battle. The ſhips met, and manœu- 
vred to cloſe with each other on the ſame 
tack; and after a deſperate. action of an 
hour and a quarter, the French frigate * * was 


; b Ls, of 36 guns, commanided by the Viſcount 


Montguiote. a 


„ 
4 


. , The French aue before Fg laſt » war were e upon a 

Wy much ſmaller ſcale; yet there i is not an inſtance where they 
| _ id not defend themſelves, wich great obſtinaey. The 
es Big Hrethuſa of 32 guns, the war before the laſt, though. the 
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Glenced, and compelled to ſurrender; her 
Captain with 70 of his men being lain, 
and o wounded, Among the killed were 
two Lieutenants; and the Second Captain 


and the reſt of the officers were dangers 


_ ouſly wounded. The Britiſh frigate had 
only one midſhipman and four ſeamen 


killed, and the boatſwain and 16 ſeamen 


. wounded. Such intrepidity ſhould always 
be crowned with ſucceſs; but the follow- - 
ing morning Captain Salter was obliged to 


abandon his prize, being cloſely purſued 


; by the whole of the French fleet, I can- 
not find, in the hiſtory of our former wars, 5 
that in any action between frigates * there 

ever were ſuch evident proofs of ſuperior 
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had loſt her maintopma, reſiſted. for a conſiderable tim 


| the efforts Fe two. e of, equal force, the Venus 21 | 


Thames, 
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Tkilt and proweſs, when all the circum- 
ſtances are conſidered, as what I have 
juſt related. It appears that the Engliſh 
frigate had only a ſhort time given her to 
try her force, her adverſary being backed 
by a fleet. And perhaps with the greateſt 
poſſible degree of human bravery, and the 
utmoſt perfection of naval ſkill and diſci- 
pline, it would not have been Poſſible to. 
T do more execution : or to put a ſhip of 
equal force out of fighting condition in 7 
a ſhorter ſpace of time than Captain. Salter 
did; and to loſe in the action ſo few men | 
as 88 killed in * Engliſh Ton 


Thames, The Brune lo a French. frigate of 32 guns, in 

the ſame war, fought the Venus of 36 for two hours, and 
did not ſurrender until engaged alſo by the Juno of 32. 
The Danae of 36 guns, a large French frigate, ſimilar to | 
thoſe we had to contend with Iaſt war, reſiſted a long time 
the united efforts of the Melampe of 36, and the South- 
ampton, of 32 guns, before ſhe truck. The Bellona French 
frigate, of 32 guns, maintained the fight gallantly for four 
hours againſt the Veſtal of the ſame force, commanded by 
Yo Samuel . before ſhe ſurrendered, = 


£ aptain 


| i, 


ne 
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Captain Pownall alſo, in the Apollo of | 


| 32 guns, fell in with the Oiſeau, a French 
| _ of the fame number of guns, on 

the t of F rance, and after an action of 
an hi bus a half compelled her to ſur- 


render. The laughter on board the enemy's 


chip was conſiderable, but the Apollo ſuf- 
fered not materially. This excellent and 
| intrepid. officer was killed in battle after- 


s,/ engaging a French ſhip, - which 


5 eſcaped eee eee 
Flanders. 


Of the F 1250 b 0 were . in 


ue Jaſt war, the Capricieux frigate appears 
10 have made the moſt reſpectable defence, | | 


when attacked d with great gallantry by 
Captain Waldegrave, of the Prudente fri- 
gate of 36 guns, and Captain Cadogan, of 


the Licorne of 32. But it is certain, that ; 


F rench frigates of inferior ro did as 
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' As the great ſhips of both nations gene- 
rally ſailed in large fleets, it was very rare 
that ſingle ſhips of the line met. We find, 
however, a private ſhip of war (if ſhe may 
be ſo called, for ſhe was commanded by 
King's officers, with 2 50 King's troops 
on board acting as marines) was met, in 
the Iriſh Channel, by the Bienfaiſant, Cap- | 
tain Macbride. This ſhip of the enemy 
| had, with reaſon, created great alarm 
| amongſt our merchants, being a ſhip of 
| 64. guns, called the Comte d'Artois, com-- 
manded by Monſ. Clonard, an active, 
enterprizing young man, born in France 
of Iriſh parents. In the midſt of a 
large convoy of Engliſh merchant ſhips, 
the was ſurpriſed at day-light by an En- 
gliſh line of battle ſhip being along-fide 
of her. Monſ. Clonard, it ſcems, had train- 
ed his people for boarding ; and to lure. the 
Engliſh Captain to. approach him, had 
1 Engliſh colours, that he might 
e 
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5 grapple the Bienfaiſant. But he unluckily 
met with a man highly ſkilful in his pro- 


feſſion; who hailing the enemy, dared | 


him ſhew his proper colours, at the 
fame time he fired inta him; and availing 
himſelf of his ſeamanſhip, as well as of 
the ſuperior failing of the Bienfaiſant, took 
ſuch poſitions as effectually diſappointed 
he French Captain in his project of board- 


| ing; at the ſame moment raking his op- 


ponent fore and aft with ſuch effect, that 
the enemy was ſoon compelled to ſurren- 
der. The Charon, Captain Symonds, 
| havin g alſo come up at the cloſe of the 
action, the enemy's ſhip was greatly diſ- 
abled, and loſt a number of men; whilſt 


the Bienfaiſant had ſuffered ſa little, 


| that no perſon could have told the had 

| been in action. This happened, no doubt, 
from the judicious management of the 
Britiſh Captain. Vet, from this excel. | 


5 N ; ent good 2 it As * detractort 
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were inclined to leſſen the merit of taking 
this ſhip with ſo much eaſe. They would 
not underſtand why the Britiſh Captain 
did not lie along-ſide the French ſhip, and 
give the enemy an opportunity of killing 
Britiſh ſeamen with French broadſides; 
and talked of giving fair play, as they 
would to two bruiſers upon a fighting 
ſtage. I believe there is no inſtance when 
a private ſhip of war of ſuch force was 
taken with ſo much eaſe, in any war be- | 
fore the laſt .. TO | 

Monſ. Clonard was not 4 ay officer 
| who had reaſon to repent of his plan of 
| boarding. The French undoubtedly,” at 
this period, encouraged their officers to 
try the impetuoſity of their courage in this 
way; repreſenting to them, that the fire of 
Atoms characters ſword in hand would Give; | 


3 The St. Florentine ey 0 as of war, of 60 
c guns, fought the Achilles of 60, for two hours the war be- 
dre laſt, and did not ſurrender until her mainmaſt fell. 


% 


| & - A SHORT ACCOUNT or THE: 


&7 


them an 1 over the cool-blooded- 
courage of the Engliſh ; which has always, 


been fatal to their enemies in a long battle 


where deliberate {kill was required. The 
enemy built ſome of their frigates wall- 
ſided, that they might with more facility 


paſs from one ſhip to another: and they 
held up as examples of fortune the ex- 


ploits of Du Guay Trouin and Mon- 
ficur ph . had uctooded: * 


5 * . 
vs 8 4417 E 22 3 of 
- * * 4.34 „2 *** 422 — 4 4 


Thoſe 100 are cod th: 
quick. and impatient temper of the Frene 
nation, cannot be ſurpriſed that th Thy 
f lei _ thoſe who were young or 


[on i many rub "Ras 3 5 
panting with ardour to di ingui 3 
ſelves. Among theſe, it ſeems, was the 
Chevalier du Romain, who commanded a 
fine frigate « on the imp roved conſtruction, 
bt” e called 
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called the Nymphe, of 36 guns ny" 300 
men. This frigate, i in as perfect a ſtate f 
good condition as was. poſſible, fell in with 
the Flora, of 36 guns, commanded by 8 
Captain Peere Williams, and 250 men, 
on her firſt eruize, but ſo badly manned, 
(ber complement being compoſed of landſ- 
men, or ſeamen who were not able- bodied) 
that the Lords of the Admiralty were 
made acquainted, hefore ſhe ſailed, of the 
miſetable condition of her crew. Captain 
Williams *, however, bore down upon the 
enemy's ſhip ſo ſoon as he ſaw her; which 
brought-to, and waited the attack; and 
When the combatants were within piſtol 
ſhot the action commenced, The Flora's 
wheel. being ſoon: e e ſhe became 
ungovernable, and fell on board the 
Nymphe; in which poſition the two ſhips 
; ne their needing with ous 


* * f 


; » This officer had” a 3 1 805 allo with a Durch þ frigns 


in de YOur 'which Tarrendered to bim. 9 Fee 


dre the Britiſh 
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* 


arms from | the tops, and puſhing 4 through 


Ef 
the ports with pikes. At length the 


enemy made a deſperate attempt to board. 
5 The Second Captain, followed by other 


officers and a great number of men, ad- 
vanced upon the gangway of the Flora, 
ſword in hand; but were received with. ſo 
much bravery, that the officers and .moſt 
of their men were killed ah pikes; or 
puſhed overboard.” :- Thoſe who eſcaped 
into their. ſhip. were dated, a and driven 
off their own decks with great fl: 


the enemy 's colours were | 


6 — 


Ss Prove L ene af, he PREY Gillicly 


At the 5 commencement of the war, 
the Britiſh png; had | to ap pre- 


ſome of the French officers. Amongſt 
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bend great naval talents and bravery in 


the latter, the name of Monſieur La Motte 2 
Piquet was eminently placed. His firſt- 2 
eſſay was on board the Saint Eſprit of 
84 guns, having the honour to com- 
mand the ſhip which diſplayed the flag 
of the Duc de Chartres. But, as an 
officer can never be ſo well known in a 
ſubordinate as in a principal command, 
Iwill endeavour to find him under the lat- 
ter deſcription. 
We ſee in the naval records of thus 
laſt war, that the Honourable Captain 
William Cornwallis, commanding the Lion 
of 64 guns, having with him the Cha- 
tham of 50, and Janus of 44, fell in with 
ſquadron of French ſhips commanded 
by Monſieur La Motte Piquet, conſiſting 
of the Hannibal and Diadem of 74 guns 
' each, the Refléchi of 64. and the Am- 
phion of o. liſh ſquadron hay-x 
a EEE. 


of © a $n0kT Account or TAE 
ing been ſcattered by baffling winds, one 
ſhip wis in danger of being cut off, had 
not the Commodore bore down to ſuccour 
her; and, uniting his force, he reſiſted the 
attack of the heavy ſhips of the enemy, 
and the {kill of their celebrated Commo- 
dore; who, no doubt, had rec oned upon 
cis ſmall ſquadron as a breakfaſt to his 
fame. neth the Ruby of 64 guns, 
f Mon: and Niger frigates, ap- 
| pearing* in fight, the enemy was glad to 
| deſiſt, and was purſued by the little Eng- 
| liſh ſquadron. I traſt this ci 
$8 n0 proof of their ſuperior naval ane, 
True it is, that the French Commodo! 
was unfortunate in having this firſt PM 
of his abilities tried againſt an officer, 


cur f ta ce 


Who, with the moſt determined ſpirit, 


poſſeſſes a clear and ſeund judgement, and 

4s always cool and collected in the midſt of 
danger. It would be injuſtice, however, 
to deny that 'Monfieur La Motte Piquet 


7 
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has merit. His flipping his cables in Fort 
Royal Bay, to cover a convoy chaced by 
the frigates of the Britiſh fleet, was a 


mancuvre requiring great reſolution, and 


| Eu evinced great activity. But 


che talents for ſuch exploits differ as widely 


from thoſe which are required for well- 
fought battles, as patience and fortitude 
from petulance and wrath. 


I ſhall next mention an action, the 8 ̃ 
fon of which would have been an act of 
injuſtice both to the honour of the nation, 


and the reputation of Captain Reynolds 
{now Lord Ducie) ; who, commanding the 
Jupiter of 50 guns, in the commencement 
of the war, fell in with the Triton, a 


French 64 gun ſhip, off the coaſt of Por- 
_tugak. The Jupiter had in company with | 


her a frigate of 28 guns. © Captain Rey= 
nolds did pot Reef a moment to a attack 
Ai force, ſo ſupe ior ; 3 and, after a ſevere ac- 
tion, unſupported by .the kg, which 


2 5 | had 
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| had not bern able to engages obliged the 


waere to ſheer off. 


There were many actions fought 3 in the 
aſt war, by ſmall ſhips, which evidently 
prove, that at no other period had Britiſh. 


valour ſhone with greater luſtre. Among 6 


theſe, the action of the Fly ſloop of war, 
of 14 fix pounders deſerves eminent no- 
tice. She was commanded by Captain 
Garner; who, having under his convoy a 
packet, on board of Which were the 
Ducheſs of Devonſhire, her ſiſter, and 
other perſons of diſtinction, was chaced, 
on his paſſage to En gland, by two French 
cutter oops of war, of 20 guns each, | 
F rench fix pounders. The Britiſh Captain, 
inſpired with the glory of protecting his 
beautiful charge, brought his ſhip to, de- 

termined to try his ſtrength againft fo ſu- 
perior a force. At the ſame time he di- 


rected the Captain of the packet to make 


dhe beſt of his way te the neareſt Engliſh | 


1 * 


bock | e „ parts 
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port. Soon after he was attacked by both 
cutters. But his officers, and every one 
of his ſeamen, inſpired by the ſame gal- 
lantry which actuated their commander, 
fought like lions. The French cutters 
were beat off, in repeated attacks, with 


5 conſiderable loſs ; 3. the packet arrived ſafe 


at Harwich, and his Majeſty's loop came 


with eclat into port. Captain Garner in 


conſequence « of this action was promoted 


to the rank of Poſt Captain, and His 
Grace the Duke, ol Deyonſhire preſented 0 


him with a ſervice of plate. 4 
| Captain Puryis, of His Majeſty 8 foop 


: Due de Chartres of. 16 guns, on the coaſt 


of. America fought : a battle which ders 
to be recorded; proying eminentiy the 


ſuperior proweſs « of Britiſh ſailors. Aſter ä 


an action of an hour, he ſubdued the 


Aigle of 22 guns, belonging to the King 
f E rance. In this action, the Captain of 


the F rench ſhip with two officers and 12 
G 2 | men 
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mien were killed, but the Dice de Charttes ö 
loſt not a man. 2230! 26 Jie 
On the diſtant ſtations, it has often tips 
pened that very meritorious actions of 
ſmall ſhips have paſſed unnoticed. 1 ſhall 
take occaſſon to relate two; which ought 
| not to be forgotten; : and as they were 
Fought! by two young Captains, theſe | 
| Poste « of their bravery! may be accepted as 
indications of what their country Have ts 
erpect from them when mote experienced. | 
a © aptain Byron, commaniding His Majeſty's 8 
ſhip Proſerpine of 28 guns, was riding at 
anchor In the neutral Port of St. Euſta- 
tius, wich a French fris te (the pay) 
of the fame force,” | The rival om anders 
met on core; and the F rench Taptain, 
: contemaing the juvenile appearance of | 
| Captain Byron, intithated a ſort of defiance. 
Both ſhips put to ſea, and'a battle enſued; : 
but the Britiſh boy proved victorious, and 
cartied che * rench veteran into d. Kitts. . 
On 


= 
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On the Jamaica ſtation, a ſimilar action 
was fought by Captain Rowley, command- | 
ing the Reſource of 28 guns, who was at- 
tacked by the Unicorn * of the ſome force. 


The French Captain, being previouſly 


informed of the youth of the Engliſh 
commander, bore down upon him with 


confidence. The action was ſharp and 


obſtinate. Both ſhips loſt a number of 
men; but the Bagh ow WAS ae 
to ſurrender.. | 
We find, in che 8 hiſtory of $8 ; 
wer wars, many pompous accounts of 
eſperate battles, when Britiſh ſhips of 50 


Ng and 6o guns conquered ſhips« of the enemy 


of 46 and 44 guns; which prove that the 
French fought at that time with greater 
ae thawthey: have done in the two 


4 


20 Both the 8 Hebe 10 Unicorn hind been 0 from. | 


us, chen carrying 20 guns each; bur as French N | 


ae 28 gs SI : 
G4 In 


65 


| was taken i in a ſimilar | ma 


bow of 44 Zune, comm. 3 
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In the Hſt war, two ſhips of the enemy, 
on an improved conſtruction, as com pletely 
equipped and as perfect as men of war 
of their force could be, were taken, the 


7 firſt time they put to ſea, without making 


any reſiſtance. The Artois of 44 guns, 


; twenty-four,: eighteen, and twelve pound- 
ers, was captured by the Romney of 50 
guns, off the coaſt of Portugal, ſtriking A 
her colours e as ſoon as the Britiſh ſhip came 


along-fide. The Hebe, of the ſame force, 

anner, without an 
attempt to try her ſtrength, by. the Rains + 
"o_ by Captain 


ly. to C C mon- . 


As my e is princi PA 


ſtrate the erroneous aſſertion,” that the 
French have made a more reſpectab 


figure as a maritime power during the laſt ; 
War, than they ever did before, I have 

| not particularly noticed our actions with 5 
1 the * e and American re- 
| | | bels. 


1 f 
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bels. The action of the Dogger Bank 
proves that the Dutch have not degene- 
rated in their courage. The Spaniards, 
when they have been met, have not given 
us reaſon to regard them as a formidable 
maritime power. One of their frigates, 
the Santa Ammoniea of 32 guns, behaved . 
gallantly, engaging the Pearl frigate, com- 
manded by Captain George Montague *, 
for a conſiderable time before ſhe ſu rren- 
dered;; but. ; the Santa 2 Catalina, 2 large 5 
Spaniſh frigate: f 


f 36 guns, was taken by 
the Succeſs of 32 guns, commanded by 
: Captain Pole, having an armed mhip in 
ompany with ee without _ loſs or 
e his ſhip. e 
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77 NC R com- | 
manders bare done choir duty in the laſt 
; war, hs conduct of the N of oy 


3 This * 35 me the Fs figure, hs a gal- 
lant action alſo captured a French ſhip of _ 2775 called 
the + Eſperance, on — coaſt of America. | 
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5 a of 74 guns, when attacked BY the 
| London, a three-decked ſhip of 90 guns, 
ſhould not bo forgotten. This ſhip in 
company with a frigate was chaced off the _ 
| Weſt end of Hiſpaniola by the London, 
Captain Kempthorne, and Torbay. of 74 
guns, Captain Gidoin, and was brought 
to action by the London. The Torbay, 
N being a bad failer, was: left behind in 'the | 
: chace.” * he-French comin ander was 
threatened him, but e ee defended 
bimſelf; and by endeavouring to puſh 
athwart the hawſe of the London fell on 
board of her, 411 in that poſition main- 
tained the fight. The London in the con- 
fllict loſt her fore yard; and at the ſame 
time the enemy's ſhip falling aſtern raked 
: her, and ſhot away her till IT; 3 io that ſhe 
became totally un governable, and was 


95 ; greatly annoyed, until ſhe could bring ; her 


f N 8 to bear; when ſhe filenced 
. the 
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the enemy 8 ſhip, and it was ſuppoſed ſhe. 
had truck *, as the frigate made fail from 
her. The Torbay, who had now come 
up; was told the enemy had ſtruck: but 

the French Captain: finding that neither 


of the Engliſh ſhips approached to take 
| poſſeſſion, hoiſted his topſails, which had 
been ſhot down, and made fail... The 
London not having the uſe of her heads 


fails, and having loſt her tiller, - could not 
wear to follow her; and the Torbay was 


o bad a ſailer to come up with her be- 
Fore ſhe ran aſhore upon the rocks, where 

ſhe was loſt. There certainly. cannot be 
too moch con 


* (At 


gallant French officer, for his perſeve- 5 
rance. At the ſame time it muſt be ad- 


mitted by evey ſeaman, that bad accidents 


frequently occur in battle, which no {kill 
or bre can ee. b . 


” * 15 * The aRtion happened at ROY 4 
| accident, 
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accident, for exam ple, could have been | 
more unfortunate, than that which . 
pened to the London. . 
Of the unfortunate events at Gn tine 
the laſt war, the moſt. material was the 
capture of the outware bound Eaſt and 
Weſt India fleets under the. convoy of the 
Ramillies, Captain Moutray, and two fri- 
gates; and this was abe, more, unlucky, 
as it happened from real | 
Had the frigates bees ſts Gas 
to look out, which i is a very SG . 
| caution in ſuch eaſes,; the combined flects 
would have been diſtinctly diſcovered be- 
fore night. As it was, a number oh may 
. ſhips were ſeen. from the ma head; ye 
our fleet kept on its courſe, addi in the 
morning was in the mid dle le of the enemy. 35 
This eircumſtance is the more extraordi- 
| nary, a8 Captain Moutray was know: % 
be a brave, able, and experienced officer. 
Therefore, when” we reflect upon it, we 5 


4 ; 
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can only ſuppoſe that the beſt men are 


ſometimes under inexplicable influence, 


which thwarts and deſtroys the force of 


| their judgement. A very ſimilar circum- 
| ſtance happened to one of the beſt and 
greateſt Admirals that England ever pro- 
duced, Sir George Rook; who, though | 
he cannot be accuſed. of careleſſneſs, ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be deceived by falſe intel- 


ligence, and ran a fleet of merchant men 


of four hundred ſail, called the Smyrna 
convoy, into the midſt of the French 


fleet, when moſt of them were taken . 
Amongſt other untoward events was the 


capture of the Ardent of 64 guns, com- 
manded by Captain Boteler; who, miſtak- 
ing the combined fleets of F rance and 

Spain for an Engliſh fleet, ran into the 


de pe 5 and anne the cap- 


858 


. Ses Campbells Admirals. 
| uk * retaken the 12th of April. 
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ture of the Minerva frigate of 32 *, by 
the Concorde F mah frigate of 36 guns. 
Captain Stott commanded the Minerva; 
and, being nee of the rupture which 
had broken out between France and Great 


7 Britain, Was ſurpriſed on the Jamaic 


ſtation by the French frigate. - x However 
blameable he might be, even in time of 
peace, not to have his thip ready for 
battle, it is well known that many ſhips 
have often been in e fame unprepared 
condition. Certain i it is, tharths Minerva 
| was in a tate of defencoleſs ſecurity. She 
had not powder filled for an actiion, and 
Her powder-horns were empty. The ſhip 
was not- barricaded, and the people were 5 | 
in crouds upon the gangway, when the 
. ene frigate poured in a broadfide upon 
her. In ſack a condition, I will not ven- 
ture to hs 0 0 1 _ pa n 8 ſhip 


9 98 


* Retaken by * Couragens, | 


8 
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might not have been taken. It was ſo 
novel a thing for the French to take a 


Britiſh man of war, in the two laſt wars, 


that it is not to be wondered at, they 
ſhould make the moſt of theſe two laſt 
mentioned captures. But it will, I think, 
: be admitted, that they had no more cauſe 
to be elated, than the Indian who had 
caught a lion in a trap, or transfixed him 
with his dart When aſleep. 

I now proceed to an enterprize, which 
of itſelf is ſufficient to fink the naval 


character of our great rival into eternal 


diſgrace, whilſt it raiſes the maritime 


fame of Great Britain to the ſummit of 


glory. I mean the relief of Gibraltar. It 
is well known, that the grand object of 
Spain was the reduction of this important 
fortreſs. Every contrivance by land and 


ſea '; the whole art of war was exhibited,; | 
. large ſhips were converted into floating 


batteries, impenetrable to ſhot and ſhells, 
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| in order to ſubdue the brave garriſon. 
France co- operated both by land and ſea, 


and become ſo ſanguine in her expectations, 


that her princes of the blood were ſent to 
ſhare the glory of the conqueſt. Their 
hopes were principally cheriſhed, from the 
confidence they had in their floating bat- 
teries. Theſe, however, were blaſted in 
one day, ſet fire to, and burnt with red> 
hot ſhot from the garriſon. But, notwith- 
ſtanding the garriſon had proved itſelf in 
vincible againſt all the contrivances of en- 
gineers, it was ſtill in danger from its ex- 
' hauſted ſtate, and by being blocked up by 
A fleet of 44 fail of the line, when it Was 
known that Great Britain could not aſſem- | 
ble above 34 fail. It would have been 
| pe haps,” as madneſs and pre- 
; PINS! in any other nation, under fuch 
umſtances, to have attempted its relief. | 

there re nained a confident” ſpirit in | 
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that declared openly its intention of reliev- 
ing Gibraltar; with 34 fail to force a paſ- 


and Spain (as it was natural to ſuppoſe 


the enemy would have formed a barrief 
before the entrance of the Straits), to ſuc- 
cour the garriſon; and accordingly Lord 
Howe was diſpatched on this ſervice, 


The fate of Gibraltar now depended on 
a battle at ſea. All. that had been at- 
n the Kei, ker and . 


much mighty een, _—_ A cer 


| of. conqueſt and glory if the Britiſh fleet. 
| ſhould be beaten, let us ſee what the com- | 
| bined fleets of Their Moſt Chriſtian and 


Catholic Majeſties performed. 
The ſimple relation of the fact is bafficients 3 
the Britiſh Admiral, undaunted by their ; 
| Luperior numbers,” conducted his fleet to 
5 . 7 Gibraltar, : : 


mous expence, was at ſake, to be deter- 
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Gibraltar, and-relieved the garriſon, in the 
face of * enemy, with as little annoy- 
ance as if their ſhips had been row gallies. | 
_ vicky 18 true, they after wards followed the 
Britiſh fleet through the Straits of Gib- 
raltar, and fir d a few random thot, which 
had the appearance W_ but without 
further meaning.  - IOW 144) 3 
£ * come — cler of an fare. 
_ the lat aig ae „ war, IL am 
of, n uke to prove X 
chat there exiſted: in the Navy a 
ſpirit as daring as pinoy ph ed. 
At the fame time it will demonſtrate, that. 
t no period whatever has our enemy been 
more — ruck by Britiſh valeur. I 
. the Oe: Gun ENG: of 44 
| Lint, with op ok . med 
plet perro 
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ned, carrying together upwards of 100 
guns; one of them very large, had all 
the appearance of a 64 gun ſhip, having 


two tiers of ports. This little ſquadron, - 


upon the approach of the Mediator, drew 
up in a line; and the Britiſh Captain in- 


ſtantly determined to attack. His judge- 
ment perſuaded him the enemy's ſhips 


were not men of war, by putting them- 


ſelves in a poſture of defence. His ſhip 

7 was a faſt 
hero; he was tempted to try their ſtrength. 
The boldneſs and impetuoſity of the at- 


Tr; and, with the mind of a 


rack; at once cor inded and threw the 
enemy into confuſion,” Their line broke, 
and each ſhip: fled' with all the' fail ſhe 
could crowd. On 
truck firſt, 15 the Comme or 
- was' compelled to far 
not be. fi rpotten, that the Mediator on 
this occaſion loſt. only one man. If the 


"HOY of COTE whit has endeavoured to 
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diminiſh the merits of every action in the 


+» laſt war, ſhould remark, that theſe. were 


a fleet only of armed ſhips; let-it be re- 
membered, that the moſt obſtinate battle 
fought in the former war, was by a ſhip 
of this defcription®, which was ſubdued 
only by a perſevering and determined 
bravery in the Britiſh: Captain, that had 
been ſeldom equalled, never ſurpaſſed. 
Perſusded, that France has at no period 
Wee ſlende proofs of ability to cope 


ſ 


with us, as in the laſt war, and that her 
failors' (whether employed in their ſhips of 
war, or in their armed ſhips) have never 


been ſo eaſily vanquiſhed, I ſhall mention 
an inſtance of intrepidity and enterpriſe, 
hübie in the conduct of the com 
| mander * a Veitifh : 


8 aw 5 * * 8 
* 82 "I 
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manding the Fame privateer (of 22 guns, 
ſix pounders, and 120 men), eruiſing in the 
Młediterranean, on the 18th of November, 

: 1781, fell in with five fail of armed mer- 
chant ſhips. + Two of them carried 18 


guns, nine pounders; the other three 


mounted 16 and 12 guns each, and all 
were well manned. Captain Moore, un- 


diſmayed by their numbers, alba | 
them without heſitation; and, by his ad- 


| dreſs and bravery, after an ob | 10 ate. con 
teſt, defeated them, and captured the two 
largeſt; the Marianne Olympe from Mar- 


ſeilles, _ the Gy b e, 0 


; ane a e as ; poſſible fe- 


marked upon the moſt material actions of 
which happened on diſtant ſtations, and in 


ſmall ſhips, that are worthy of being re- 


corded), I ſhall be amply ſatisfied if, by 
_ faithfully relating what has come 


gh there are many others 
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actions of the ran 

; circumſtances attending them, with 
the battles we have fought with France 
e bee 120 eder e eee 


| Stet Br er ones engage 


n 50 have the 


Sr 2 . tis 
leagued againſt her. But. if th N 
_ laſt rs ſhould . ever re 
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ment. If we conſult the map of the 
world, and behold the inſignificant ap- 


pearance of Great Britain, compared to 
the immenſe tracts and regions of the earth 


with whoſe inhabitants ſhe contended, Ne 


it ſeems indeed a ſpecies 'of preſumption to 
ay we were unfort nate At this inſtant 


we not only exift as an independent king- 


„ but are beyond example, by the 


han of a virtuous miniſter, flourifhing 1 
* . ' comuierby,: [reſpected in dul _ 


E Int dies we were re contending with, 
; Gt or holding 1 tributary, the princes. 
of a 4 mighty empire, the -hiftory of whoſe | 
former exploits \ we have read with admi- 

tation. Notwithſtand 

po oliticians have proclinied to the world, | 
20 „ „ ; 95 that 


ing this, faſhionable 
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ghar the mation is at the mercy of Oup ener 
Puri d fi 634i n 7 „ eee 
Af it kg true that, the na 
deplorable ate, frqm What — 3 F 
been able to. contend with, and conquer, 
he great maritime Powers of ,, Europe 
united, without loſing M ſingle line of 
battle aug f. W. find, in the naval hiſtory = 
of; En lat d. at theſe glorious periods which 
are held up as examples to our modern, 
naval 8 n the,. -naval diſcipline 


2 95 e worlted; ang hadhopr ſhips 
Ebene and flſtroped by Erance alone: 1 : 
1817 meine alte aiſtnce, from. 
Fi rance to fight the | flects of Holland; 
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.of war into their wan and burnt our 
ſhips in the river Thames and Medway. — 
But in the laſt war, we not only con- 
tended with France, Spain, and Holland, 
aided and abetted by the Armed Neutra- 
lity, but were engaged in a civil war 
with our ankinieg .which. not only de- 


. us of a number, of our ſeamen, ; 


but diverted them to fight againſt us. Add 
#9 the 4 divided. cabinet a and. 


T) cod cir _ n 3 or faction. 
ale ſo many enemies o 
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3. We vi e 
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afſſiſted them to deftroy a navy, which dy 


: & their own ſtrength alone they were unable 
to ſhake, All, however, proved to be vain. 
For Great en as a a matitims power has | 


ad, therefore, of 
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if neglected, degenerate into party ſpirit 


and jealouſy; to the extinction of that 


Leal for the honour of our country, which 
Is invariably to be found, if uncontami- 
nated with art or _—— in the hearts 
of our ſeamen. 

_— f the diſciplineof 0 our r navy Aitken 45 


laſt war, though it was materially hurt by 


party diſputes; yet, as far as reſp- 
good order and improved re 
individual ſhips, there was an ae to 
t; chat had never before been ſeen; our 

ed with the ancient 
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the ſame now as formerly, with ſome ad- 
| ditional inſtructions 51 the affected diſtinc- 
tion therefore betwixt ancient and modern 
diſcipline is a term without meaning. If 
it is. to bea underſtood, that the different 
methods of carrying the diſcipline into 
| piacice have given riſe to the complaii 
him convinced, that what is called ancient 
dliſci 0 ined nothing to boaſt of; for if we 
compare the paſt. — methods, 


out .method, Ne ERR | 
Free uſe of 1 ze Tatt ae ee deer 
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deck. Even twenty years ago there was 
; much of this ſort of diſcipline (if it can 
be called by chat ma, er in the 
ſervice.” 1 54 by | * 
Laſt war, there is no doubt that the 
internal diſcipline of His Majeſty's ſhips 
was in general brought to as great a de- 
+ gree of perfection, almoſt, as it is capable 
of receiving; I ſay, in general. There 
were indeed exceptions; but in Captains 
| bigotted to old cu ſtoms, and whoſe ſhips 
might always be diſtinguiſhed by their 
awkwardneſs and inactivity, and the indif- | 
ferent figure they cut in action, though 85 N 
commanded with bravery. This general 
improvement proceeded from a method 
adopted in every branch of an officer's 
and ſailor's duty, by dividing and quar- 
_ , tering! the officers with the men, and 
. making them reſponſible for the perfor- 
mance of that portion of duty allotte# 
_ without. — or the beutel be 
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of driving the failors like cattle, with 
ſticks. Whether it were to make or 
5 Morten ſail, to manœuvre the ſhip, to keep 
the men clean ** clean bedded and 

birthed, this method was practiſed. And 

beſides other advantages, we found'ſo ma- 

15 wal ouracconne inthe article o health, 


our ſhips. ſuffered a rely 
me laſt war there was an inſtance when in 
”— 22 fail of the line, there were not 22 men 
-who- could not 2 their ren, 


. tes, FELONY were its in better 
mp 5 and were leſs harrafſed and fati- 
guod in their ſpixits, as well as in their 
bodies, Thare was alſo a careful atten- 
> _ x - tion; 
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tion to the ſick and convaleſcent, that had 


never before been known in the ſervice. 


Sour erout, the eſſence of malt, and me= 
laſſes, greatly contributed to keep the men 
in health: and latterly, inſtead of rancid 


- butter and rotten checſe, the men were 


ſerved with cocoa. and ſugar *. 
So much has been ſaid upon this ſub- 
ject of the diſſatisfaction of our ſeamen 


with the King's ſervice, that I believe 


many of them have been perſuaded by 
idle clamours to become diſſatisfied, who 
never had any juſt reaſon to be ſo. It 


has been aſſerted, that juſtice has not 


been done to them in their wages and 


prize money. That they have been de- f 
ceived in their eee of Jn monex. 


94 * The ſeimen/in th 


_ tained Pas anion of of the e, chat they ſhould be. 


ſerved with as much cocoa and ſugar as could be purchaſed 


+ of their allowance one fig cheeſe; and 
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chere is no doubt; and that the riches 
which had been promiſed to them- in their 
Sovereign s proclamation, as a reward for 
their toils, their exertions, and their brave 
ry, has been ſhared i in the Courts of Law. 
But if they have experienced any difficulty 
in obtaining their wages, I am inclined to 
b believe that it did not proceed from neg- 
lect, or inattention of the Admiralty, or 
any office or officers. The ſervice laſt war 
frequently required, that men ſhould be 
turned over from one ſhip - to another. 
This was unavoidable ; and it was a hard- 
| thip, that che ſeamen often ſailed before 
the forms of office could be gone through, . 
to enable them to receive their wages. 
enen from Mk 


eee l to public good. ,' Surrounded 
TY by enemies, all the ſeamen we could * 4 
: ely Pat to. the 1 nation 8 de- 
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track 1 in one ſhip, then they were put on 


board another ready for ſea, and were de- 


prived of that re poſe and recreation which 


they had experienced i in former wars. This 


hardſhip was indeed to be lamented ; for 
ſach are the fatigues of the ſea ſervice, 


that it would prove abſolutely intolerable," 
i there were not periods of relaxation and 
repoſe, The Britiſh ſailor ſhould ſome- 


times enjoy the ſociety of his miſtreſs, 
and be permitted to drink his {kin full 


of liquor, and there is no ſervice afterwards 0 


that he will not cheerfully undertake. 
But, if he is never to hope for indulgence, 


you may compel him to tug at the oar like 

a galley ſlave, but you will deſtroy the 
energy of his health and ſpirits, Let it be 
: . eee all former wars, ſhips - 


were frequently docked, the ſeamen were 


in port for a month or ſix weeks at a time; 
and, having ſpent their wages or prize 
money, grew impatient to return in queſt 
of the Oy: I the laſt war, when: it 
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was the practice to copper ſhips, they 


were ſcarcely ever in port, and the crews 
had not thoſe indulgencies which are ab- 
 Glutely neceſſary to gratify and inſpirit 


was diſcouraging and tireſome to many; 
but in other reſpects, from the good treat- 
ment, the care taken of them, the mode | 
and practice of carrying on duty, the ſea- 
men on board His Majeſty's ſ ſhips ow 
never ſo much cauſe to be ſatisfied... 
Much has been ſaid of the mutiny which 
puns in the Channel fleet, upon or- 
dering the thips to be paid off at the dif- 
ferent ports at the end of the war, the 
| ſeamen inſiſting, at the inftigation of their 
. landlords, , to be paid off at the ports of 
- Portſmouth: and Plymouth, where their 
chips then were. But TT. cannot conceive 
that there is any occaſion to conſider this 
event with much ſeriouſneſs. Seamen will 
me their own maſters when- 
ever ae; are e and that . 
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were permitted, virtually, there is no 
doubt; for the firſt proper attempt made 
to bring them back to their duty, ſucceed- 


ed. Seeing their Captain * determined to 
recover the diſcipline of the ſhip, they 


yielded without an effort. This proves, 
_ that they had no diſguſt at the ſervice, or 
| reſentment to their officers, as has been 


falſely ſuppoſed. Had this been the caſe, 
the moſt dreadful conſequences would have 


: enſued by but there was not. an officer in 
any of the ſhips where the mutiny moſt 
prevailed that was treated with diſreſpect. 


. Merely ſtimulated by their landlords, they ä 
endeavoured to carry their point; more to 


gratify the wiſhes of theſe their miſ- 
chievous creditors, than tc anſwer any bad 
- Purpoſe of their own hearts. But to pro- 


ceed with my remarks on the improve- 


ments in his eee 8 _ ns the 
lat n;; OY 


In naval evolu tions, in the art of com- | 


* Lord Hervey, Captain of the Raiſorinable. | 
„„ 1 


- 
8 „ 
JJ ĩðVl rr EIT TC VVV 
0c NS Fa an Lt mes 
xk Tre 4; * yea RR N . - er —— 4 4 « 4 — 0 , 
2 * 


2 . 
. 


3 


„ I A SHORT ACCOUNT. or THE | 


- bining tac force of ſhips of war, of 8 
ing poſitions, ſo as to put a fleet 1 the beſt 
WY ſhape for -attack or defence; of ailing a 

large fleet by djvif ions, without danger to 
the ſhips of running on board each other 
in cheir various maneuvres, and by which 
means a line of battle might be formed 
with the greater facility; the laſt was the 
only war in which we had ever any real 
5 knowledge. Vet very good old officers 
have reprobated the art of manœuvring a 
fleet. Damn your manceuvres!” cried 


| out they, 8 give me every man his bird.” | 


| But it is clear to common ſenſe in ſeaman- 
ſhip, that every may cannot have his bird, 
unleſs the Admiral who commands, ' has 
equal lin with the Admiral of the enemy s 
wei which he happens to be oppoſed, | 
LE Admitting that our deliberate courage gives 
us an advantage over the French nation in 
f battle at ſea, and that we are better ſea- 
r till, if we are not {kilful in-the 
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furt of forming our fleets, thoſe qualities 


which Nature ſeems to have given us for 


the defence of our iſland; will prove uſe- 


3 


leſs. - We have failed more than once by 


confiding merely in our bravery, and per- 


mitting our ſhips to attack at random. 


This happened on the 27th of July, and 


in the battle off the Grenades in the Weſt 


Indies; and I may add, Admiral Arbuth- 


_ | not's battle off the Capes of Virginia. If i 


the latter was not at random, it will be 
admitted, that if there had been as much 


Kill in the management of the whale 
fleet, as there was bravery ſhewn in thoſe 


-thips that engaged, the F rench bolts | 


would have been captured. | 
The nation 1 is indebted to thi late Ad- 


0 5 lint Kempelfelt, from whoſe genius and 
labour the art of manœuvring a great fleet 
Was put in practice, and brought to a de- 


gree of perfection never known before. 


- Signals were: allo methodiſe d, a and were bh W 
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once rendered didtine, comprehenſive and 


intelligent. = | 
Lord Howe and Lived Hood 1280 been | 
as much indebted to their &ill i in the ma- 
nagement of the fleets they have-com- 
| manded, for the glory they have acquired, | 
as to their intrepidity. With this know- 
ledge, they have often braved, and foiled, 
aſi ſuperior force; profiting with dexterity . 
: of ie 6 occaſion that EE? to diſtreſs 
1 e very great improvements in the 
- Britiſh navy, which indeed had conduced | 
1 much to our ſucceſs, it ſtill was En ö 
buy diſadvantages and imperfectior 
eſtabliſhment. Amongſt the latter, "FE 
not help noticing the manner in which the | 
Marine Corps are attached to the ſervice, 
or perhaps with more propriety, 1 _ : 
tay, detached from it. . 
1 Marines as they are fituated will Ys 
. remain diflatisfied with the naval ſervice,” 
7 and, e ſo, will break in upon that 


harmony 
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harmony which is fo eſſential to good 
order and diſcipline, unleſs ſome alteration 
| be made in their eſtabliſhment, to render 
| them of more uſe when'embarked. Sen- 
ſible of their little conſequence at ſea, and 
that they are re garded merely as idlers, 
their pride as men is often wounded; 
they of courſe become captious, and ſuſ- 
 ceptible to the ſlighteſt inattention. It is 
not the men that are to blame, it is the 
5 ſervice; for the caſe would be the ſame, 1 
if the Navy Officers were Marines, and 
the Marines Navy Officers. ; As it is, there 
are conſtant heart-burnings. . If you dine 8 
at the Ward- room table of a man of war, 
you hear the Marine Corps deſcribed as 
uſeleſs paſſengers; and if you dine with 5 
- he Marine Corps at their Barracks, 3 
will be entertained with a deſcription of 


the Officers of the Navy, not ee 


to exalt them i in the opinion of the world. 
0003 this f 18 the effect of o certain cauſes. 8 It; 
Ei Oo INS WD „ 
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is human nature, which i is ſeldom Patient 


8 when diſregarded. . 
In the corps of ee chere are * 
haps as many. worthy, amiable men, as 
many men who are ambitious, and who. 
pant after honourable fame *, as. in any 


other corps. Ab mortifying muſt it be 


for ſuch characters, to ſee themſelves con- 
-  fidered as mere cyphers N matters not | 
bow gallant a Captain of Marines may 


be in battle 5 his name is not known. He 
ſtands upon the poop to be ſhot at; but 
cannot recejye that fame which his feelings 
5 tell him he would acquire, were he placed 
in a reſ ponſible e or could a look 
"Ros ſuch a . atomic 

Is there no way to 1 this defect? 
* there no method to be deviſed, where- 
"ou the er of Marines or in future 


A 7 


if 


* benen * 1 9 ſerved as tro0ps « on ſhore, 
Jy have proved. themſelves, by their bravery and their _ 


| Aiſcipline, a8 s ambitious to e themſelves as the mot 
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Un incorporated with the Navy? I ſhould 
think this purpoſe would be in ſome 
| reſpect anſwered, if they could become 
- uſeful in the art of filing and navigating 
His Majeſty's ſhips. The outline of my 
plan is, that when a Midſhipman had 
{ſerved his time, he ſhould be permitted 
. he had not intereſt to obtain a 
1 commiſſion as a Lieutenant in the N avy) 
to ferve as a Lieutenant of Marines, 
- to return to the Navy whenever, 5 
from his merit or intereſt, he is able 
to obtain a commiſſion: his duty ſhould 
be, to aſſiſt the Lieutenant of the 
watch as a ſeaman. In the ſame way, 
when Lieutenant of a ſhip, if he has not 
immediate intereſt to obtain a command, 
be may be appointed Captain of Marines; | 
and his duty ſhould; be, when all hands 
555 7 hol upon deck, to aſſiſt in the buſineſs of 
the ſhip. . He ſhould alſo be promoted to 
5 + Hh command of one of His Majeſty's ſhips, 1 5 | 
1 whenever from his merit or his intereſt he 
Rn | Soren 
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| becomes entitled. But fo long as he re- 
mains Captain of Marines, it would be 
 neceffary that the command of the ſhip 
- ſhould . devolve on him after the junior 
Lieutenant; . and the Marine uniform 
ould be blue. 

If ſome plan of this kind, properly 


Eb; digeſted, 'were adopted, the purpoſe would 


„ . | ſhips, or of diſturbing the Li 


not only be anſwered, but in a few un, 
it would be a great acceſſion of ſtrength, 
| inaſmuch as it would add as many Officers 
ſeamen to the ſervice as there are Marine 
Officers. And they would no longer be 

accuſed of being idlers, of fomenting diſ- 
putes, of ereating diviſion in His Majeſty's 


utenants 
. who have the watch of the deck, with the s 
ee of 8 


upon the violin,” F mploymen 
fatigues being the Fug they weak 4 fleep | 
at the ſame hours; and the ſervice would : 
be much een 998 duch * 

F | Among 3 
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5 Amongſt the diſadvantages under which 
the naval ſervice laboured in the laſt war, 
one (and by no means the leaſt), was, 
having a number of young and inexpe- 
rienced officers. In the Weſt Indies, 
where ſo many battles were fought, in 


ten ſail of the line there have not been 


ten Lieutenants who had ſerved out their 
time. This, however, did not happen 
from any preference given to high birth . 
or intereſt ; but there were not Midſhip- 
men to be found who had ſerved their 
hole time, This misfortune, for a real 
misfortune it certainly was, aroſe from a. 
neglect in this branch of the ſervice dur- 
ing the peace, the moſt ill-judged œco- 
| nomy that ever was thought of. Inſtead 7. 
of retaining in guardſhips the complement 


of Midſhipmen, upwards of an hundred, . 


moſt, of them experienced and able ſeamen, 
were diſcharged at one time. Many ob- 


tained commiſions in the Marines; and 
| others 


. 


Fn * 
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' others diſguſted with the ſervice, quitted 
i for; een The want of experienced 
Lieutenants and Midſhipmen was fo ſe- 
verely felt, in the laſt war, by many 


Admirals and Captains who are now in 


power, or have influence, that no doubt 
the wiſeſt methods will be adopted to en- 


'- cient number Who may have knowledge 
enough to be entruſted with the charge of 


a-line of battle ſhip, an- their watch, after . 
they become Lieutenants. When we con- 


| fider the importance of this object, we 


| cannot too much reprobate that meaſure, 


| which. has driven from the naval len 


| officers of this deſcription * n 
oY humbly preſume, that not only the 

guard ſhips ſhould. bear their full comple 

e but whenever * young men * . 


AY * oy np a * is fa, e eds: 


2 of e ſince 1 5 Was Ark 
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i 


out of employ, they ſhould be received 


on board until they can find employment. 


The cruiſing ſhips, and thoſe which are 


| ſtationed abroad, ſhould bear an additional 


number; and to thoſe who ſerve in mer- 


chant ſhips ſuitable gratifications ſhould 


be held out, in order to bring them back | 


to the ſervice when there might be occa- 


mon for them. Perhaps too much encou- 


ragement could not be given to young 


gentlement who are deſtined for the navy, 
to ſerve a part of their time in the mer- 
chant ſervice, They thereby not only _ 
become T ae ſamen®, but they are ſo 


97 


8 — There is a fort of doctrine which I truſt will never 


| gain credit in. the ſervice, and which cannot be too much 
; reprobated. That it is poſſible to be a good Officer, without 


being a good « Seaman. I believe it to be generally fa- g 
voured by thoſe Officers who come too late into the ſervice ? 


to be initiated into a Seaman's duty. Wiſhing at once to 


. | Es often = 


" become Officers, they were perhaps placed to command, 


| inſtead of being 1 in Aon hops to be 8 4 Sailor's - | 


an 
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often expoſed to difficulty and danger, and 
4 ſo enured to o hardſhip, that their hearts 
| become 


To ſay, that it is poſſible for a, man to be a g Officer 
without being a Seaman, is an aſſertion that no man Who 
. calls himſelf an Officer can maintain, and which every Sea- : 
man wall call abſurd. Ie may, with equal truth, be aid, 
That an Officer may at once be a gol Farmer ; ; when to 
| is coſt he would Toon find, that being ignorant in the my- _ 
| Rlery and labour of huſbandry, he would be deceived by . 
every perſon he employed; as that Officer will moſt aſſuredly 0 
be, and with a riſque to his reputation, who has not the 
+ knowledge of a Seaman, and who is obliged to truſt to his 
Bodcatſwain, ſhould his thip be diſaſtered either in bad weather 
FE, or in battle. It is well known, that when there ia heck” 
an exertion from the Captain s OWn knowledge as a Seaman, = 
Iower maſts have been got in and rigged,  topmaſts have 
been got up aſter deine carried away, in a fourth part of 
die time that the ſame duty has been performed when en- 
5 truſted to officers whole abilities, whether good or bad, the . 
| Captain has not been a judge of. There 3 is a confidence alſo IS : 
| which the men have i in their Commander, when they find he = 
| bs a Szaman: the duty is carried on with a ſteady cheerful- 
neſo, becauſe they know that he is a competent judge of alt 
. cat can be expected in the performance of their duty. How = 
often | has} It happened, that a ſet of top-men have been logged 2 LE. 
5 d. becauſe the W W bas not — | got OM 0 „ i 
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become ſteeled to the hazards of war. It 
may indeed be a difficult matter to per- 
ſuade young men, that, to become emi- 
nent in their profeſſion, it is abſolutely 


neceſſary they ſhould almoſt inceſſantly EY 


labour to acquire knowledge; and that it 
is from being expoſed to danger, and con- 
quering difficulties, which vary every 
voyage, that he can acquire experience. 
But the illuſtrious example of the Duke of 
Clarence, ſurpaſſes every thing that can be 
ſaid on this ſubje ct. Senſible that he could 
become maſter of his profeſſion, and equal 
to the command for which he is deſtined, 
r ee n His Run / 


F. 


ſoon as another ſhip 51 5555 there has he the at 


ff 7 | alacrity ſhewn by theſe people, and perhaps from their over 


eagerneſs the miſtake has happened. But the Captain be- 
ing a lubber himſelf, and having never ri igged a yard arm, 
Falls his zealous Sailors lubbers (who have as much pride 
for the ſhip he commands as himſelf), and flogs them at a 
venture for not doing what he is not a judge of, and e 

9 does not —_ * their beſt exertions.. | 


11 „„ Highneſs , 


1 * ener TOs oF THE | 


Z dons is indefatigable in attention to 
bis duty. Diſdaining the indulgence na- 
tural to his birth, he has always ſhared 


- the riſques, the watchings and tolls of a 


5 alot to hank or to wn 00 epd 8 


5 Was reputed the beſt Midſhipman in the 
hip in which he ſerved. And when 2 
Lieutenant, His Captain declared, erviſing 2 
in a dangerous navigation in the Channel 
of England in the winter ſeaſon, that he 


Was relieved from all anxiety when His 8 


Royal Highneſs had the watch upon 
deck. Placed in the reſponſibility of com- 

mand: on a diſtant ſtation, we ſee him i in 
the ſame ſteady purſuit. With every plea- 


| i fore. to allure him, the only object that 


could captivate or fix His Royal High- : 


neſs with any degree of conftancy, was 


* : the frigate he commanded. Should the CG 
. : Duke rk Clarence ſtill engage our ami 5 
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ration, by petſeverin gin his duty; the he 
ſervice may experience the happieſt effects | 
in having ſo exalted and ſo exemplary a 
pattern. It may, with great truth, be af- 
firmed, that His Royal Highneſs is not 
only the firſt Prince of the Blood who 
has been regularly bred to the ſea, but 
that ſcarcely any young man of high birth 


has been ſo ſtrictly brought up, or has ac- 


quired ſo much real knowledge in the 
profeſſion. From ſuch well- grounded qua- 
lifieations, with the inherent perſonal 
bravery of his auguſt family, may not the > 
nation expect, when His Royal Highneſs 


+ hall animate the Britiſh fleet with his 
„ 1 as Commander in Chief, that his 


— 


8 pear 1 truſt, from this ſhort 
review * naval tranſactions of the laſt 5 
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the enemy had become cautious and dif- 
piri ed would ſoon have pi 6 
of ſucceſs,” to have 

to what the —— 
ar the/conclaſgh of the war 1756, 
In the report I have made of thoſe . 


| 


d b themſelves 


11 have 5 


- 
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out prejudice or partiality, being actuated 
by no other motive than that of rendering 
juſtice to merit, This, indeed, may be a 
bold undertaking in times like the preſent, 
when truth is made a jeſt of, when the 
principles 'of honour are facrificed to an- 
; ſer the purpoſes of party, and unprin- 
13 IO men exult ; in the miſchief. 
As my name is unknown to every per- 
ſon mentioned in this little work, I truſt 
oe ſhall not be ſuſpected of adulation; and 
I hall bear, without repining, the animad- 
| verſions of thoſe gentlemen, who have not 
a a reliſh for any thing that comes not fa- 
bricated from the mint of calumny. 


by, © 


THE END. 
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